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This Plan describes the CCDF program to be conducted by the State for the period 10/1/01 —
9/30/03. As provided for in the applicable statutes and regulations, the Lead Agency hasthe
flexibility to modify this program at any time, including changing the options sdected or
described herein.

The officid text of the gpplicable laws and regulations govern, and the Lead Agency
acknowledges its responsibility to adhere to them regardiess of the fact that, for purposes of
samplicity and clarity, the specific provisons printed herein are sometimes paraphrases of, or
excerpts and incomplete quotations from, the full text.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 162.57 hours
per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and reviewing the collection of information.

An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number.
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AMENDMENTS LOG

SECTION EFFECTIVE/ DATE DATE APPROVED
AMENDED PROPOSED SUBMITTED TO BY ACF
EFFECTIVE DATE ACF

Instructions:
1) Lead Agency completes the first 3 columns and sends a photocopy of this Log
(showing the latest amendment sent to ACF) and the amended section(s) to the
ACF Regional contact. A copy of the Log, showing the latest amendment pending
in ACF, is retained in the Lead Agency's Plan.
2) ACF completes column 4 and returns a photocopy of the Log to the grantee.
3) The Lead Agency replaces this page in the Plan with the copy of the Log received
from ACF showing the approval date.
Note: This process depends on repeated subsequent use of the same Log page over the life of the
Plan. At any time the Log should reflect all amendments, both approved and pending in ACF.
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The Lead Agency is advised to retain those "old" plan pages that are superseded by amendments
in a separate appendix to its Plan.
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PART 1-- ADMINISTRATION

The agency shown below has been designated by the Chief Executive Officer of the State (or
Territory), to represent the State (or Territory) asthe Lead Agency. The Lead Agency agreesto
administer the program in accordance with gpplicable Federd laws and regulations and the
provisions of this Plan, including the assurances and certifications gppended hereto. (658D,

658E)

1.1 L ead Agency Information: (asdesgnated by State chief executive officer)

Name of Lead Agency: Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

Address of Lead Agency: 1115 Washington Street SE

P.O. Box 45000
Name and Title of the Olympia, Washington 98504-5010
Lead Agency’s Chief Executive Officer: Dennis Braddock, Secretary
Phone & Fax Numbers: Phone (360) 902-7800

Fax (360) 902-4723

1.2 State Child Care (CCDF) Contact I nfor mation: (day-to-day contact)

1.3

Name and Title of the
State Child Care Contact (CCDF): Rachael L angen, Director

Address of Contact: Divison of Child Careand Early Learning
PO Box 45480
Olympia, WA 98504-5480

Phone & Fax Numbers: Phone (360) 413-3209

E-Mail Address: Fax (360) 413-3482
Langera@dshswa.gov

The Lead Agency egtimates thet the following amounts will be available for child care
services and related activities during the 1-year period: October 1, 2001 through
September 30, 2002. (898.13(a))

-Federd Child Care & Development Fund: $108,917,439 (as allocated by federal gov't)
-Federd TANF Transfer to CCDF (if known): $110,000,000

-Direct Federd TANF Spending on Child Care (if known): $ unknown

-State Maintenance of Effort Funds: $38,707,605

-State Matching Funds: $17,612,056 (please see footnote below)

Federal CCDF funds shown include the entire amount of allocated matching funds.

Actual Federal Matching Funds may be lessthan the full amount shown based on
availability of state funds.

Amended September 6, 2002
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1.5

1.6

The Lead Agency edtimates that the following amount (and percentage) of the CCDF will
be used to administer the program (not to exceed 5 percent): Administrative spending
will not exceed this amount (108,917,439 +110,000,000 +17,612,056) X 5%) = $
11,826M_(5%). (658E(c)(3), 8898.13(a), 98.52)

Does the Lead Agency directly administer and implement al services, programs and
activities funded under the CCDF Act, induding those described in Part 5 — Activities &
Servicesto Improve the Qudity and Availability of Child Care?

() Yes. — GO to Section 1.8.

(X') No, and the following describes how the Lead Agency maintains overal control
when services or activities are provided through other agencies. (658D(b)(1)(A),
§98.11)

The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) will retain overall
responsbility for program administration including: 1) serving as single point of
contact regarding administration of funds; 2) determining use and prioritiesfor
block grant expenditures; 3) promulgating rulesand regulations gover ning
administration; 4) submitting required reports, 5) ensuring compliance with the
plan and federal requirements; 6) over seeing expenditures of fundsto sub-grantees
and contractors,; 7) monitoring programs and resour ces, 8) fulfilling responsbilities
related to complaints, compliance, hearings, and/or appeal actions.

DSHSwill develop written agreements, which specify the mutual rolesand
responsibilities of the lead agency and other agenciesin meeting requirements under
98.11. Fundsrelated to these activitieswill betransferred to the appropriate agency
under written agreement. The agreement will specify that agencies carrying out
program activitieswill comply with the approved state plan and federal regulations
including providing such information asis necessary to DSHS to provide overall
adminigtration and reporting.

For child care services funded under 898.50 (i.e., certificates, vouchers, grants/contracts
for dotsbased on individual igibility), doesthe Lead Agency itself: (898.11)

Determine individud digibility of non TANF families?YES X NO
If NO, identify the name and type of agency that determines digibility of non-
TANF familiesfor child care:

All Non-TANF working familieswho are low income, involved in an
approved Economic Services Administration or involved with Children’s
Adminigtration (DSHYS), havetheir digibility determined by the lead agency.
Theonly exception isfor the Seasonal Child Care Program for which
eigibility criteria isdetermined by DSHS and implemented under conditions
in contract through private non-profit organizations.

Amended September 6, 2002
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Determine individud digibility of TANF families?YES_X NO
If NO, identify the name and type of agency that determines digibility of TANF
familiesfor child care

Assg parentsinlocating childcare? YES .~~~ NO X

If NO, identify the name and type of agency that asssts parents.

Note: In addition to lead agency assistance: Child Care Resour ce and
Referral Servicesand Seasonal Child Care Contractorsassist parents.

Make paymentsto providers? YES X NO___
If NO, identify the name and type of agency that makes payments:

Note: In the case of payment for in-home child care, payment ismadeto the
parent who in turns paysthe provider.

Amended September 6, 2002
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1.7

Is any entity named in response to section 1.6 a non-governmental entity? (658D(b),
8898.10(a), 98.11(a))

() No.
(X)  Yes thefollowing entities named in section 1.6 are non-governmenta:

Benton-Franklin Community Action Council: Catholic Charities, Dioceses of
Yakima; Sea Mar Community Health Center; and Yakima Valley Farm Workers
Clinic.

Section 1.8 - Use of Private Donated Funds

181

1.8.2

Will the Lead Agency use private donated funds to meet a part of the matching
requirement of the CCDF pursuant to 898.53(¢)(2) and (f)?

(X) No. GOTO19

() Y es, and the entity designated to receive private donated fundsis:
Name of entity:
Address.
Contact:

Is the entity designated to receive private donated funds (named above) a non
governmental agency? (898.11(Q)

() Yes
() No.

Section 1.9 - Use of State Pre-Kindergarten (Pre-K) Expenditures

191

19.2

During this plan period, will State expenditures for Pre-K programs be used to meet
any of the CCDF maintenance of effort (M OE) requirement?

() No.
(X)  Yes and the State assures that its leve of effort in full day/full year child care
services has not been reduced, pursuant to 898.53(h)(1).

During this plan period, will State expenditures for Pre-K programs be used to meet
any of the CCDF Matching Fund requirement? (898.53(h))

( ) No.

(X) Yes andthefollowing describes State efforts to ensure that pre-K programs
meet the needs of working parents (898.53(h)(2)):

Amended September 6, 2002
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Individual pre-K/ ECEAP part day programs are encour aged to link with full-
day community based child care programs. Technical assistanceisavailable to
support theselocal efforts. Many Head Start and ECEAP programs provide
technical assistance over a period of yearsto guide child care providersto the
level of quality and comprehensivenessthat they can become subcontractorsfor
full-day pre-K services.

L ocal child care providersare encouraged to consider collabor ative approaches
to develop full-day programsenriched with ECEAP and Head Start pre-K
services. A package of servicesis provided delivering child care, medical
exams, home visitsand family support activities, through collabor ative funding
and service delivery among K-12, Head Start/ECEAP, Health Servicesand
Child Care providers.

Will the State use Pre-K expenditures to meet more than 10% of the:

Maintenance of effort requirement, OR
Matching fund reguirement?

If No to both, CHECK HERE___.
If Yesto ather, the following describes how the State will coordinate its Pre-K and
child care services to expand the availability of child care (898.53(h)(4)).

At present, 23% of the Pre-K programs are either wrap-around or integrated
with child care programs. A sgnificant initiative isunder way to expand our
Pre K program wherever relevant to provide full-day services.

1. Thelead CCDF agency isworking with leadership in Region X Head Start,
Region X DHHS, the State Pre-K program (Early Childhood and Assistance
Program or (ECEAP) and CCDF funded subsidy programsto expand the
availability child care. The Governor’sHead Start-State Collabor ation
Officeand DCCEL are developing a" Mapping Agency Regulations
Project” that will compar eregulations and standards across Early
Childhood Education (ECE) programswith national sandards. Thiswill
identify new pathsfor streamlining ECE servicesin Washington. Ultimately
thiswill lead to more efficient and effective collabor ation between
programmatic funding streams and lending to more full day /full year pre-K
servicesfor thetargeted population.

Amended September 6, 2002
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On May 8, 2002, a Braided Funding Think Tank which was comprised of a
group of state, Federal and local early childhood professionals met to
consider current barriersto usng multiple sources of funding for early
childhood programs and strategies for facilitating this process. Participants
identified fiscal and policy successes and challenges and included
representatives from:

Region X, Department of Health and Human Services, Administration

for Children and Families;

State Departments of Social and Health Services (Division of Child

Careand Early Learning, Governor'sHead Start State Collaboration

Project and Developmental Disabilities Council), Health, Community,

Trade and Economic Development (ECEAP); and the

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction;

Washington Association of Head Start and Early Childhood Education

and Assistance Programs;

Foundation for Early Learning;

Northwest Finance Circle, City of Seattle;

Nisqually and Skokomish Tribes; and

Numerouslocal and early childhood programswhich blend funding

from avariety of State and Federal sour ces.

2. Thedateiscurrently in the process of updating the agreements between
these agencies. The guidelineswill bein accordance with therecent letter
issued by the Child Care Bureau and Head Start Bureau. Revisonsto the
Funding Guidelines for Programs Using Blended Model to Provide Full-day
Services are not available at thistime as an attachment.

A workgroup is continuing to explor e the possibility of extending child care
subsidy digibility through the Head Start/ECEAP program year, once
eigibility isinitially determined. It isalso working on appropriate
mechanismsfor accounting of fundsin jointly funded full-day programs
which blend pre-K and child care. Any updated agreementsreached by the
wor kgroup will need to consider the guidelines developed. Additionally, the
Vendor Contracting Practices Task For ce was convened by the State of
Washington Office of Financial Management to provide guidelines
regarding the braiding of funds from different sources.

3. Focusgroupsin July 1999 brought together by the Governor’sHead Start
State Collaboration resulted in an event called the Child Care Partner ship
Forum. Teams from six locations throughout the state continue to come
together to develop strategic plans. Teams consisted of representatives from
licensing, subsidy, Head Start, local health jurisdictions, resour ce and
referral agencies, and child care providers. A paralle state team also made
up of the same entitiesalso attended. Most teams have continued to meet
with regardsto some activity related to the forum.

Amended September 6, 2002 10
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Effortsare underway to link our Pre-K and Head Start programswith other
state programs such asthe Child Care Facility Fund. Thisallowsthese
quality Pre-K programsto be promoted for their ability to add valueto child
care projectsin search of funding from the Child Care Facility Fund.

Amended September 6, 2002

11



STATE PLAN FOR WASHINGTON STATE

CHILD CARE & DEVELOPMENT FUND SERVICES
FOR THE PERIOD 10/1/01 — 9/30/03

PART 2 -- DEVELOPING THE CHILD CARE PROGRAM

Section 2.1 — Consultation and Results of Coordination:

Describe the conaultations the Lead Agency held in developing this Plan. At aminimum, the
description must include the following: 1) the representatives of locd governments (including
tribal organizations when such organizations exist within the boundaries of the State) that were
consulted (658D (b)(2), §898.12(b), 98.14(b)); and, 2) the results of coordination with other
Federd, State, locd, and tribd (if gpplicable) agencies and programs including those involved
with public health, employment, public education, and TANF. (658D(b)(1)(D), §898.12(a),
98.14(a)(1) & (2))

1.

The lead agency consulted with the Child Care Coor dinating Committee (CCCC), along
with its Subsidy, and Systems Subcommittees. This statutorily established committee
includes r epresentatives from local gover nment and communities. Thetribes have

added atribal workgroup. The CCCC makesrecommendationsto state agencies and
thelegidaturein itsannual report. (See Attachment 1, CCCC December 2000 Annual
Report To The Legislature-Feeding the Roots of the System: Financing Early Childhood
and Youth Care and Education in the State of Washington).

According to statute member ship of the committee include:

Onerepresentative each from the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHYS),
the Department of Community, Community Trade and Economic Development
(DCTED), the Office of Superintendent of Public Ingtruction (OSPI), the Department of
Health (DOH), the Department of Personnd (DOP) and any other agency having
responsibility for regulation, provision, or funding of child care servicesin the sate;
One representative from the Department of Labor and Industries (L&1);
Onerepresentative from the Department of Revenue (DOR);
Onerepresentative from the Employment Security Department (ESD);

At least one representative of family home child care providersand one representative
of center care provider;

At least onerepresentative of early childhood development experts;

At least onerepresentative of school districts and teachersinvolved in the provision of
child care and preschool programs,

At least one parent education specialist;

At least onerepresentative of resource and referral programs,

One pediatric or other health professional;

At least onerepresentative of college and university child care providers;

At least one representative of a citizen group concer ned with child care

At least one representative of a labor organization;

At least onerepresentative of a Head Start-Early Childhood Education Assistance
Program agency;

At least one employer who provides child care assistance to employess,

Amended September 6, 2002 12



STATE PLAN FOR WASHINGTON STATE

CHILD CARE & DEVELOPMENT FUND SERVICES
FOR THE PERIOD 10/1/01 — 9/30/03

Parents of children receiving, or in need of, child care, half of whom shall be parents
needing or receiving subsidized child care and half of whom shall be parentswho are
ableto pay for child care.

. Thelead agency’s Divison of Child Careand Early Learning (DCCEL ), has convened
a“Tribal-State work group composed of representatives from all 26 Indian tribes
within in the state, to resolve major issues such as. Indian dual digibility; accessbility
to child care subsidy programs, state certification for payment in tribally licensed
facilities; improvement of communication so tribes are notified of available quality
improvement grants; state-wide DSHS palicy inter pretation; state- wide health and
safety standardsfor tribally licensed child care facilities.

. The Governor’sHead Start-State Collaboration Project and Early Childhood and
Assistance Program (ECEAP) have been wor king together with child care programsto
maximize linkages between early childhood programs and child care. Intended results
are the promotion of full-day servicesfor children and high quality, comprehensive
care.

. The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction; Department of Social and Health
Services, Department of Health; Department of Community, Trade and Economic
Development; and the Office of Financial Management in conjunction with the
Washington State Project Steps Team collabor ated to develop and inplement a
satewidetranstion system in early childhood (birth through age 8).

Washington is one of several states affiliated with the Sequenced Transition to
Education in the Public Schools (Project Steps), a national outreach project. The
STEPS modd relies heavily on community planning. The mode isdesigned to ensure
an under standing of the components of transition combined with a process for
developing and implementing a transition system for young children and families.
Effective trandgtions prepar e children to enter school ready for success.

. Public input into the planning process was also solicited through nine public forums
focused on foster care and child careissuesin Washington State. Theseforumswere
held from March 2000 through October 2000. These forumswere held in Spokane,

Y akima, Edmonds, Mt. Vernon, Oak Harbor, Seattle, Tacoma, and Olympia. In
addition, a toll free number was published along with an e-mail addressto gather input.
A summary of findingsis attached. (See Attachment 2, Results of Regional Focus
Groups and Results of Questionnaires On Concerns About Child Care in Washington
State).

I nformation regarding the Child Care and Development Plan was presented and
guestionnaires soliciting input wer e circulated to providers, agencies and stakeholders
throughout the state from January 2001 through April 2001. These meetingswer e held
in Yakima, Spokane, Kent, Seattle, Everett, and Olympia. The CCDF Plan was also
discussed and questionnaires wer e distributed to members of the CCCC and its

Amended September 6, 2002
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subcommittees. A statewide survey was also sent to approximately 27,000 providers
and parentsto gather input about child careissuesin the state.

7. Executive cabinet agenciesthat administer child care and early learning programswere
directed in August 2000 to develop a policy agenda that balancesthe need for high
quality programswith the demand for affordable, accessible care. Thisincluded
identifying common ground business practices between separ ate agencies and
individual practices. An organizational study was conducted that looked at these
separ ate entities and made recommendations for improvement. The Office of Child
CarePalicy (OCCP) has several functions: regulatory (licensing child care providers),
policy (administering subsidy policy and planning for use of federal funds), and fiscal
and contract management for thefederal Child Care Development Fund. Working
Connections Child Care (WCCC) part of the Workfirst Division of Economic Services
Adminigtration, administered the subsidy program supporting low to moder ate-income
families. Working Connections staff also managed contractswith some of the same
community organizations with which OCCP contracted. OCCP and WCCC shared
the same funding sour ce, stakeholder groups, and both had licensed child care
providersasacommon customer. Seeing thefunctional smilarities between OCCP and
WCCC the State of Washington created the Division of Child Careand Early
Learning.

To completethe integration of child care and early learning functions the decison was
made to integrate the health survey function from the Department of Health and the
Governor’sHead Start Collaboration Project into the new Divison of Child Careand
Early Learning under Economic Services Administration. Thisnew organizational
structure cameinto place on July 1, 2001. Onedivison administering the entire block
grant leads to improved coordination between licensng and subsidy policy and service
ddivery(including training) and efficient business practices by combining program

and practiceswith smilar or duplicative functions.

TANF ispart of Economic Services Administration and TANF clients can now receive

TANF benefitsand child care at the same time thus providing better serviceto families.
Asaresult of thisreorganization consultation with TANF hasbeen improved.

Section 2.2 - Public Hearing Process:

Describe the Statewide public hearing process held to provide the public an opportunity to
comment on the provision of child care services under this Plan. At aminimum, the description
must include the date(s) of the hearing(s), how and when the public was notified Statewide of the
hearing(s), the hearing Ste(s), and how the content of the Plan was made available to the public
in advance of the hearing. (658D(b)(1)(C), §98.14(c))

A stakeholder meeting was co-sponsored by the Child Care Coor dinating Committee,
DSHS, OCCP and Economic Serviceson April 9, 2001, for the purpose of strategic

Amended September 6, 2002
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planning for the Child Care Development Fund Plan. Thismeeting focused on the current
CCDF plan and prioritizing of child care dollars. (See attachments 3, Child Care
Development Fund Plan (CCDF) Strategic Planning Meeting April 9,2001, 9:00AM —
4:00PM).

Four Public Hearingswere held in mid-June 2001 to gather public input on the draft of the
Child Care Development Fund Plan. The public was given four opportunitiesto provide
comment on the CCDF plan. Hearingswere held in Seattle, Yakima, Spokane and
Vancouver. Notice of the public hearing were sent in English and Spanish to the Child

Care Coordinating Committee and through a mass mailing. Comments could also be sent
via E-mail to egel300@dshs.wa.gov. The Public Hearing notice was published for releasein
the news section of the paper. Copies of the state plan and public hearing notice were
available on the DSHS Web Site at http://www.wa.gov/dshs/occp. (See attachment 4 and 5,
Child Care Development Fund Plan Hearing on State Plan for 2002-2003 in English and
Spanish.)

Section 2.3 - Public-Private Partner ships: Describe the activities, including planned activities,
to encourage public-private partnerships which promote private- sector involvement in meeting
child care needs. (658D(b)(1), §98.16(d))

Ongoing coordination around child care service ddlivery occurs asfollows:

(@) In 1988 the state Child Care Coor dinating Committee (CCCC) was statutorily created
in anticipation of federal child careregulation. Thisgroup isrequired to facilitate
coordination and communication among state agenciesinvolved in child care and early
childhood services and makes recommendations regar ding improvementsto sate
Services.

The CCCC consists of membersfrom local gover nment, resour ce and referral agencies,
public schools, local health departments, early childhood education programs, child

care providers, parents, private businessrepresentatives, advocacy groups, the
Washington State legidature and state agencies. The CCCC isresponsible for
reviewing lead agency plans and making an annual report to thelegidature. Thefull
CCCC or its steering committee meets monthly; subcommitteesarerequired. There
are nine subcommitteesincluding: Health and Safety, Subsidy, Career Development,
Systems, Partner ship, Public Policy, Inclusive Child Care, School-Age, and Licensing.

The CCCC servesin an advisory capacity to the lead agency and other administering
agenciesthat provide services under the Child Care Development Fund.

(b) Coordination is also maintained with other groups:.
(1) Resourceand Referral Agencies. This plan includes operating fundsfor resource

and referral. Resource and referral agencies play an active rolein coordinating
and developing child care services at the local community level under contracts

Amended September 6, 2002 15
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)

3

(4)

Q)

(6)

()

with thelead agency. (See Attachment 6, Child Care Resource and Referral Network
Roster)

Indian Tribes. A tribal representative participates on the Child Care Coordinating
Committee. Ongoing coordination isalso achieved through DSHS Indian Policy
Specialists, DCCEL Tribal Liaison, and in cooper ation with the Region HHS office.
DCCEL isworking with atribal work group to facilitate coor dination and problem
solving related to tribal accessto child careresources. Some of the on-going issues
include: improving tribal members accessto child care subsidies, clarifying
licensing and certification definitions and differ ences, helping tribes get to the level
of recommended health and safety standards, and making training and technical
assistance morereadily availabletotribes.

DSHS Child Care Programs. DSHS administers child care subsidiesfor low
income non-TANF families, child carerelated to protective services (CPS/ICWS,
alcohal, and substance abuse, ther apeutic, and employed foster parents), and
families being served through TANF programs, Seasonal and/ or Teen Parent
programs. DSHS administers child carelicensing, aswell as planning and
development activities such asresource and referral and consumer education.
Coordination among these programsis achieved through monthly meetings of the
DSHS Internal Child Care Coordinating Committee (ICCCC). (See Attachment 7,
| CCCC Roster)

Ad hoc committees. These committees are comprised of community
representatives. These committees are comprised of community representatives
and are convened as necessary to develop programs and program changes required
tomeet CCDF rules.

ECEAP AND HEADSTART. ECEAP and Head Start closdly coordinate policy
development to ensure consistency for dually-funded Head Start and ECEAP
providersand coordinate the allocation of early childhood funds. ECEAP and Head
Start arerepresented on the CCCC. Alsothe CCCC and DCCEL are actively
involved in the Governor’sHead Start Collaboration Project.

Washington Association for the Education of Young Children (WAEYC). WAEYC
manages the training component of the Washington State Training And Registry
System (Washington STARS). STARS isa statewidetraininginitiative responsible
for coordinating therequired basic 20 hour training and the annual 10 hour

training offered throughout the statein a variety of venues. This coordination
includes designating training sites, selecting trainers, and approving processes for
training,

DCCEL hasdeveloped public-private partnershipswith corporations and
businessesin the state to increase public awareness of the need for quality,
affordable child carein Washington, to increase the number of employer-supported
child carefacilitiesin Washington and to increase the availability of capital funds
for child carefacilities.
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DCCEL (as OCCP) has been actively involved in the support of the Governor’s
Commission on Child Careand Early Learning. Thiscommission, comprised of
business leader s, community organization representatives, parents and child care
experts, developed a statewide public information campaign on the importance of the
child’sfirst three yearsof life and how parentsand car egivers can help babieslearn.
Thiscommission also assisted in thereplication of the TEACH program in Washington
and in the creation of the Washington Early L earning Foundation (this foundation is
raisng private fundsto help support TEACH and to support parent education
programsin Washington).

DCCEL (as OCCP) has contracted with the state's Department of Community Trade
and Economic Development (DCTED) for the past ten yearsto manage a statewide
Child Care Facility Fund for employers. Thisfund aswell asemployers need to
recruit and retain employees has resulted in the expansion of employer-supported child
carefacilitiesfor their employees. Collectively, these facilities provide care for 5500
children.

DCCEL (as OCCP) has also contracted with DCTED for the past two yearsto manage
a Child CareMicro Loan program. Thisprogram has given aimost $1,000,000 to five
lending ingtitutions thr oughout the state to provide small, below market rate loansto
child care providersto help them start or expand their businesses. Thelocal lenders
haveraised additional funds from local and national banksto support the Child Micro
L oan program.

Outcomes of this coordination include program opportunities such asinitiatives by

State and L ocal Health Departmentsfocused on consultation for providers, engagement
of local providersin quality enhancement activities providing technical assstance, and
resources and training. Additionally, outcomesincludeincreasein the number of full-
day/full-year Head Start and ECEAP programs, better linkage of school-age programs
with the Department of Education initiativeslike the 21% Century L earning Centers,
joint conferencing linking family support and child care with business community,
state-widetraining for providers, parents, state agency employees, business groups, and
increased knowledgein brain development through an initiative called BrainNet, and
Washington STARS.

Question#2
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PART 3 -- CHILD CARE SERVICES OFFERED

Section 3.1 - Description of Child Care Services:

REMINDER: The Lead Agency must offer certificatesfor servicesfunded under 45 CFR
98.50. (98.30) Certificates must permit parents to choose from avariety of child care categories
induding center-based care, group home care, family child care and in-home care. (898.30(¢))

311

312

In addition to offering certificates, does the Lead Agency aso have grants or
contracts for child care dots?

( ) No.

(X) Yes and thefollowing describes the types of child care services and the range
of providersthat will be available through grants or contracts: (658A (b)(1),
658P(4), 8898.16(g)(1), 98.30(a)(1) & (b))

The department has partnered with the State Board for Community and
Technical Collegesto create and reserve child care dotsfor two groups of
students:

Parents of infants under twelve months who arereceiving TANF and subject

to requirements of the WorkFirst program and who are participating in
Familiesthat Work; and,

L ow-income parents who are attending vocational classesin eveningsand
weekends (Extended Hour Project).

Both groups of students using child care dots must be eligible for Working
Connections Child Care.

The Lead Agency mug dlow for in-home care, but may limit itsuse. Does the Lead
Agency limit the use of in-home carein any way?

() No.

(X) Yes, and the limits and the reasons for those limits are (8898.16(q)(2),
98.30(e)(2)(iv)):
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Thelead agency does not allow in-home care for Seasonal Child Care because
thisserviceisprimarily for the migrant population. Most of this population
livesin sub-standard housing and the lead agency would not be ableto ensure
the health and safety of the children. Seasonal Child Careisthe only program
with thislimitation.

3.1.3 Aredl of the child care services described in 3.1.1 above (including certificates)
offered throughout the State? (658E(a), §98.16(g)(3))

() Yes
(X') No, and thefollowing are the locdlities (political subdivisons) and the services
that are not offered:

Seasonal Child Carewhich is not offered in the northeastern corner of the state
nor in western Washington except for Skagit and Whatcom Counties.

Section 3.2 - Payment Ratesfor the Provision of Child Care:

The statute (at 658E(c)(4)) requires the Lead Agency to establish payment rates for child care
sarvices that ensure digible children equal access to comparable care and these rates are
provided as Attachment (27) . Theattached payment rateswill phase-in over a period of
six months beginning Januaryl, 2002, and ending June 30, 2002.

Therates are the maximum amountsthe state will pay for child carein each rate category.
In the spring of 2000, DSHS conducted surveysof: 1) child care centers; and (2) licensed
family child care homes. The surveysattempted to call all 2,004 child care centersand a
stratified random sample of about 19% of the 7,208 child care homes. Data are weighted
based on the actual number of providersin each county.

The market rate survey conducted by the State of Washington, Resear ch and Data Analysis
(RDA) staff reflected a need to increase the maximum ratesfor subsidized child care. New
rates wer e established and set at the" 58" percentile", which meanstheratesare set so
that 58% of child care dots statewide are available to subsidized families at the provider's
usual rate. Most subsidy ratesincreased, and those that did not increase stayed at the
current level; no rates decreased.

Thefallowing isasummary of the factsrdied on by the State to determine that the attached rates
are sufficient to ensure equa access to comparable child care services provided to children
whose parents are not eligible to receive child care assistance under the CCDF and other
governmenta programs. Incude, a aminimum:
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The month and year of the local market rate survey(s) Feb.- May, 2000 (898.43(b)(2))
How the payment rates are adequate to ensure equal access based on the results of the above
noted local market rate survey (i.e., the relationship between the attached payment rates and
the market rates observed in the survey): (898.43(b))

Rates are set at the 58th percentile of prices observed in the 2000 survey for each local
market (DSHS Administrative Region). Theserateswill be phased-in over a period of six
months beginning January 1, 2002, and ending June 30", 2002.

Additiond factsthat the Lead Agency rdies on to determine that its payment rates ensure
equd accessinclude: (898.43(d)

Washington State attemptsto ensure equal access by making the same proportion of dots
availableto familiesregardless of wherethey live in the state and regar dless of the type of
carethat they choose (center vs. family home).

The state analyzed the amount of the market that the new DSHS rateswould buy for each
county in Washington State. Countieswereidentified as needing special treatment if the
new Regional rateswould buy lessthan half of the full-time dotsin the county for full-time
infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. Four counties (Benton, Clark, Walla Walla, and
Whitman) met the criterion. These counties were assigned to new " center™ ratesbased on
the DSHS Region they most closely resembled. The " family home" ratesfor these counties
continued to be at theregional rate in which the county is physically located.

If the payment rates do not reflect individud rates for the full range of providers -- center-
basad, group home, family and in-home care -- explain how the choice of the full range of
providersis made available to parents:.

Thelead agency hasno payment ratesfor “group homes’ because thisisnot a licensed
category in the state for child care. [Family homeswith larger capacitiesarelicensed in the
family home category.] Thelead agency sets maximum payment ratesfor licensed centers,
family child care homes, carein the child’s home and in the home of therelative provider.

The state pays a monthly bonusto licensed/certified providerswhen careisauthorized for
non-standard hours (before 6:00 am., after 6:00 p.m., or any time on Saturday and
Sunday). See Attachment #8 for Non-Standard Hour Bonusrate chart.

Licensed/certified providersreceive a $250 infant bonus when they accept an infant (under
12 monthsold) in care. The provider must expect to carefor the infant for five or more
days and may only receive a bonusonetimefor that infant.
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The state pays up to a maximum amount for dots created in licensed child care centers
linked to the Familiesthat Work and Extended Hours Care programs, as follows:

Payment tablefor dot creation

1 2
Age of child Maximum payment per dot
1. Infant (O-11 months) $3000
2. Toddler (12-29 months) $1750
3. Preschool (30 months - 5 yrs) $1200
4. School-age (5yrs- 12 yrs) $ 800
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Section 3.3 - Eligibility Criteriafor Child Care:

By datute, dl digible children must be under the age of 13 and resde with afamily whose
income does not exceed 85% of the State Median Income (SMI) for afamily of the same sze
and whose parent(s) are working or atending ajob training or educationa program or who
receive or need to receive protective services. (658E(c)(3)(B), 658P(3), §98.20(a))

331 Complete column (a) in the matrix below. Complete Column (b) ONLY IF the Lead
Agency isusng income digibility limits lower than 85% of the SMI).

IF APPLICABLE

(@) (b)
85% of State Median IncomeLevel, lower than
Family Sze Income (SM1) 85% SMI, if used to limit
($¥month) digibility (%month)
1 2,272 1,476
2 2,971 1,990
3 3,670 2,504
4 4,369 3,016
5 5,068 3,530

Washington State calculates a state median income for each calendar year. The method
usesthe median income for a family of four for thefederal fiscal year published by ACF. It
them adjustsupward for inflation to compensate for the three month differ ence between
fiscal and calendar years.

332 How doesthe Lead Agency define “income’ for the purposes of digibility? Isany
income deducted or excluded from tota family income, for instance, work or
medical expenses; child support paid to, or received from, other households;
Supplementa Security Income (SS) payments? Isthe income of dl family
members included, or istheincome of certain family membersliving in the
household excluded? Please describe and/or include informetion as
Attechment__10 . (8898.16(g)(5), 98.20(b))

“Income’” means any appreciable gain in real or personal property (cash or in-kind)
received by a client during the month for which digibility is determined, and that can be
applied toward the needs of the assistance unit. (See attachment 10, definition of terms
according to WAC 388-22-030.)
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(1) WCCC countsthefollowing as earned income when figuring earned income as per
WAC 388-290-450.
(@) Earningsfrom employment or self-employment;
(b) Military housing and food allowance;
(¢) Incomein-kind.
“Incomein-kind” meansincomereceived in aform other than cash, such as
goods, services, or room and board.

(2) Working Connection Child Care (WCCC) countsthe following as unear ned income
when figuring the WCCC co-payment:
(8 The TANF grant, except when exempt under WAC 388-290-475;
(b) Child support paymentsreceived;
() General assistance;
(d) Supplemental Security Income(SSl);
(e) Other social security payments, such as SSA and SSDI;
(f) Refuge assistance payments,
(g) Paymentsfrom the Veteran’s Adminigtration, disability payments, or payments
from labor and industries (L&1);
(h) Unemployment compensation; and
(i) Other types of unearned income not exempted in WAC 388-290-475.

The Co-pay Calculation Table effective April 1, 2001, isincluded as attachment 11.

333 Has the Lead Agency established additiond digibility conditions or priority rules,
for example, income limits that vary in different parts of the State, specid digibility
for families receiving TANF, or digibility thet differs for families that include a
child with specia needs? (658E(c)(3)(B), §98.16(g)(5), §98.20(b))

() No
(X)) Yes andthe additiond digibility criteriaare: (Terms must be defined in
Appendix 2)

According to WAC 388-290-400 “family” in WCCC means one or more
individualswho live together in the same household. The following
describes how these individuals can beincluded in family size:

If the individuals living in the Then include the following members
household are: in WCCC family size:
Married parents Both parents and all their minor

children living in the household
Unmarried parents that have at Both parents and all their minor
least one mutual child children living in the household
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Unmarried parents with no mutual Each parent and his/her respective
children child(ren) separate from the other

parent and his/her child(ren)

Child(ren) related by blood, Only the related children
marriage, or adoption who live with
a WCCC consumer who is not
legally and financially responsible
for the child(ren)

Child(ren) not related by blood, Each unrelated child is considered a
marriage, or adoption who live with | separate family

a WCCC consumer who is not
legally and financially responsible
for the child(ren)

A minor parent residing with The minor parent and his/her child(ren)
his/her parent(s)

In addition, the TANF grant isnot counted for thefirst three months of employment to
allow familiestime for successful transtion to work employment.

Thefollowing income is exempted by the department when figuring co-payments:

334

(1) Incometypesin WAC 388-450-0015, WAC 388-450-0035, WAC 388-450-0040,

and WAC 388-450-0055;

(2) The earned income of a child, unless otherwiseindicated in WAC 388-290-
400;

(3) Compensatory awar ds, such as an insurance settlement or court-ordered
payment for personal injury, damage, or loss of property;

(4) Reimbur sements, such as an incometax refund;

(5) Diversion Cash Assistance;

(6) Child support you pay out under court order, Divison of Child Support
adminigtrative order, or tribal government order.

(7) The TANF grant for thefirst three consecutive calendar months after you
gart anew job. Thefirst calendar month isthe month in which you start
working.

(See Attachment 9, WAC 388-450-0015 for excluded and disregarded income, WAC
388-450-0035 for educational benefits, WAC 388-450-0040 for Native American
benefitsand payments, WAC 388-450-0055 for assistance from other agenciesand
organizations, and WAC 388-290-400 for what makes up a family in the WCCC

program).

Has the Lead Agency dected to waive, on a case-by-case basis, the fee and income
eligibility requirements for casesin which children recelve, or need to receive,
protective services, as defined in Appendix 2? (658E(c)(3)(B), 658P(3)(C)(ii),
898.20(a)(3)(ii)(A))
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335

3.3.6

3.3.7

3.38

() Not Applicable, CCDF-funded child careis not provided in casesin which
children receive, or need to receive, protective services.

() No

X) Y es, and the upper ageis up to 19.

Does the Lead Agency dlow child care for children age 13 and above who are
physicaly and/or mentdly incgpable of sdf-care? (Physcd and mentd incapecity
must then be defined in Appendix 2.) (658E(c)(3)(B), 658P(3), §98.20(a)(1)(ii))

() No
(X) Yes andtheupperageis upto19 .

Does the Lead Agency dlow child care for children age 13 and above who are under
court supervision? (658P(3), 658E(c)(3)(B), §98.20(a)(1)(ii)

() No
(X) Yes andtheupper ageisupto19 .

Does the State choose to provide CCDF-funded child care to children in foster care

whose foster care parents are not working, or who are not in education/training
activities? (8898.20(a)(3)(ii), 98.16(f)(7))

() Yes (NOTE: Thismeansthat for CCDF purposes the State considers these
children to be in protective services.)
X) No.

The CWS Child Care Subsdy Program may be used to pay for the car e of
children in foster care when thefoster parent isnot working or in an
education/training if needed to maintain placement in the foster home.

Does the State choose to provide respite child care to children in protective services?
(8898.16(f)(7), 98.20(a)(3)(ii)(A) & (B))

(X) Yes
() No.

Section 3.4 Prioritiesfor Children

34

The following describes the priorities for serving CCDF-digible children induding
how datutorily required priority is given to children of familieswith very low family
income and children with specid needs. (Terms must be defined in Appendix 2)
(658E(c)(3)(B))

Currently, thereisnot awaiting list for child care servicesin the State of
Washington, although thereis occasionally awaiting list for the Seasonal Child
CareProgram. When waiting lists are necessary, our contingency plan isto
place children with special needs and children from very low income families on
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apriority waiting list. Familieson the priority waiting list will be served before
authorizations are made off the non-priority waiting list. Documentation for a
special needs child isnot necessary for placement on the priority list but is
required to recelve authorization for a child care subsidy.

If providing equal accessisa concern, the state pays a higher rateto providers
who carefor children with special needs. To get a higher rate, the child’s
special needs must be documented and the child must reguire a higher level of
care. (SeeAttachment 11, Include Me/Guideto I nclusive Child Care, DSHS
publication 22-486(X)(2/01)). In addition, a Child Care Subsidies booklet for
licensed and certified child care providersisavailable. (See Attachment 12,
Child Care Subsidies/A booklet For Licensed and Certified Providers).

DCCEL isexploring with CA optionsto enhance the quality and capacity of
child carefor CPSICWS clientsand children in foster care, by developing a
gpecial model program to serve this population.

34.2 The following describes how CCDF funds will be used to meet the needs of families
who are recelving Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), familieswho
are attempting through work activities to trangtion off of TANF, and families that
are a risk of becoming dependent on TANF. (658E(c)(2)(H), Section 418(b)(2) of
the Socia Security Act, 8898.50(€), 98.16(0)(4))

Under Washington State' swelfarereform, “Workfirst” legidation, an
integrated child care subsidy program, Working Connections Child Care, went
into effect July 1997. Child care servicesare administered by the Washington
State Department of Social and Health Services, Economic Services
Adminigtration, Divison of Child Careand Early Learning.

All income-dligible families (gr ossincome minus child support paid out and if at
or below 200% of the federal poverty level adjusted for family size) who are
participating with children under 13 or under 19 if a special needs child,
regardless of their source of income, (whether TANF, employment, or a
combination) are digible for subsidized child care services with a co-payment.
Preferenceisno longer given to familiesdueto TANF status. Rather, the goal is
to support employment for all digible low-income families. These servicesare
delivered through the individual wefare office, or Community Services Offices
(CSO’'S). The monthly co-payment is made by the parent directly to the
provider.

Non-TANF Teen Parent Child Care will be administered through the Working
Connections Child Care Program. These services are delivered through the
individual welfare office, or Community Services Offices (CSO’s). The monthly
co-payment is made by the parent directly to the provider. Some communities
provide servicesto familiesvia call centers.
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CPSand CWS, and Employed Foster Parent Child Care are served through
DSHS, Children’s Administration.

At least 70% of CCDF funds are spent on child care subsidiesin this
population.

TANF familieswho are awaiting approval of TANF digibility who areready for
immediate job search, may be authorized child care benefitswhile ther
application is pending. Thesefamiliescomplete a child care application and
havethe provider of their choice completethe provider information form. Child
careisauthorized if the TANF application isapproved. If found to beindigible
for TANF, child care benefits stop.

Familiesrecelving Food Stamp benefitswho arerequired to participate in Food
Stamp Employment and Training activities, are eligible for child carefor work
activitiesif they complete the WCCC application and meet the WCCC Program
requirements. WCCC Program hasthe samerequirements Food Stamp
Employment and Training participants asthosefor TANF WorkFirst
participants.
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Section 3.5 - Siding Fee Scalefor Child Care Services:

351 A diding fee scale, which is used to determine each family's contribution to the cost

of child care, must vary based on income and the Sze of the family. A copy of this

diding fee scale for child care services and an explanation of how it worksis

provided.

COPAY CALCULATION TABLE Effective 4-1-02
COLUMN| COLUMN 2 COLUMN 3 COLUMN 4 COLUMN 5 COLUWN
1 6
If Countable Income is
If family | Over 200% | O to 82% Over 82% to Over 137.5% to 137.5%
sizeis FPL FPL 137.5% FPL 200% FPL FPL
1 $1,476 $0.00 $605 $606 | $1,015 | $1,016 | $1,476 | $1,015
2 $1,990 $0.00 $816 $817 | $1,368 | $1,369 | $1,990 | $1,368
3 $2,504 $0.00 $1,027 | $1,028 | $1,722 | $1,723 | $2,504 | $1,722
4 $3,016 $0.00 $1,237 | $1,238 | $2,074 | $2,075 | $3,016 | $2,074
5 $3,530 $0.00 $1,447 | $1,448 | $2,427 | $2,428 | $3,530 | $2,427
6 $4,044 $0.00 $1,658 | $1,659 | $2,780 | $2,781 | $4,044 | $2,780
7 $4,556 $0.00 $1,868 | $1,869 | $3,132 | $3,133 | $4,556 | $3,132
8 $5,070 $0.00 $2,079 | $2,080 | $3,486 | $3,487 | $5,070 | $3,486
9 $5,584 $0.00 $2,289 | $2,290 | $3,839 | $3,840 | $5,584 | $3,839
10 $6,098 $0.00 $2,500 | $2,501 | $4,192 | $4,193 | $6,098 | $4,192
Subtract 137.5 of FPL from
Not Eligible $15 COPAY $25 COPAY countable income, then
multiply by .44 and add $25

STEPS TO CALCULATE WCCC ELIGIBILITY AND COPAYMENT:

1. Determine TOTAL income. This is the sum of all gross earned and unearned income.

2. Determine COUNTABLE income. This is TOTAL income minus any child support PAID OUT.

3. Compare COUNTABLE income to Column 2. If amount is greater, client is not eligible.

If COUNTABLE income is below column 2 then check column 3, 4 or 5 for correct income range and copay

Will the Lead Agency use additiond factors to determine each family's contribution
to the cost of child care? (658E(c)(3)(B), §98.42(b))

() No
(X)

Y es, and the following describes any additiona factors that will be used to

determine afamily's contribution including, but not limited to, a maximum
amount (family cap), number of children in care, and/or whether careisfull or

part-time:

With the Employed Foster Parent Child Care Program, the state does not ask
for a co-payment asthe careisbased on protective services. For the CPSand

Amended September 6, 2002

28



STATE PLAN FOR WASHINGTON STATE

CHILD CARE & DEVELOPMENT FUND SERVICES
FOR THE PERIOD 10/1/01 — 9/30/03

352

353

354

CWS Child Care Subsidy Programs, co-payments may be waived on a case by
case basis.

Is the same dliding fee scde provided in the attachment in response to question 3.5.1
aboveinusein dl parts of the State? (658E(c)(3)(B))

(X) Yes
() No, and other scade(s) are provided as Attachment .

The Lead Agency may waive contributions from families whose incomes

are a or below the poverty leve for afamily of the same Sze, (898.42(c)), and the
poverty level used by the Lead Agency for afamily

of 3is $ 1,219.

(See attachment 13, Federal Poverty Level Chart 2001)

The Lead Agency must dect ONE of these options:

() ALL familieswith income a or below the poverty level for afamily of the
same size ARE NOT required to pay afee.

() ALL families including those with incomes a or below the poverty leve for
families of the same sze, ARE required to pay afee.

(X)) SOME familieswith income a or below the poverty leve for afamily of the
same size ARE NOT required to pay afee. A description of these familiesis:

Foster parentsmay receive child care subsidiesfor ther foster children with no
co-payment. Co-payments may be waived on a case-by-case basisfor CPSand
CWSchild care.

Does the Lead Agency have a policy which prohibits child care providers from
charging families any unsubsidized portion of the providers normd fees (in addition
to the contributions discussed in 3.5.1)? (898.43(b)(3))

() No
(X)) Yes, please describe:

Child Care provider swho accept children who receive child care subsidies are prohibited
from charging familiesin addition to the DSHSrate.

355

Thefallowing isan explanation of how the co-payments required by the Lead
Agency's diding fee scalg(s) are affordable: (898.43(b)(3))

Amended September 6, 2002

29



STATE PLAN FOR WASHINGTON STATE
CHILD CARE & DEVELOPMENT FUND SERVICES
FOR THE PERIOD 10/1/01 — 9/30/03

In December 1997, the Washington State I nstitute for Public Policy of the
Evergreen State College, published areport entitled Child Care Co-payment
Affordability Study: Are Washington State's Child Care Co-payments Reasonable
and Affordable? The purpose of the report was to assess whether the co-payment
sructure of the Working Connections Child Care Program was affor dable for
families.

Three affordability guidelines wer e developed specifically for thisreport, taking into
account the following factors. 1) Consideration of the limited resour ces available to
families; 2) Data on typical child care expenditures, and 3) Thelead agency’s policy
goal of helping families benefit from employment. Thesethree guiddineswere
considered in determining if co-payments wer e affordable:

Does the co-payment schedule take into account that below a minimum income
co-payments may compete with expenditur es on basic necessities such as shelter,
utilities, and trangportation?

| sthe maximum co-payment (representative of what familieswith smilar
incomes spend on child care) at or below 12 per cent of family income?

When a family’s ear ned income incr eases, does the co-payment schedule avoid
reductionsin the family’stotal resources?

When Washington’s co-payment schedule was then compar ed with the co-payment
schedules of 28 other states, the findings were:

The beginning and ending points of Washington’s schedule are similar to most
of the other states surveyed; and

Washington State families with gross incomes between 100 and 145% of the
federal poverty level pay lower co-paymentsthan would smilar familiesin most
of the other statessurveyed.

When measured against these affor dability guidelines of other states, Washington’s
co-payment scheduleisreasonable and affordable for families.
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Section 3.6 - Certificate Payment System:

A child care certificate means a certificate, check, or other disbursement that is issued by the
Lead Agency directly to a parent who may useit only to pay for child care servicesfrom a
variety of providers (including center-based, group home, family and in-home child care), or, if
required, as a deposit for services. (658E(C)(2)(A)), 658P(2), §898.2, 98.16(k), 98.30(c)(3) &

(€)(1)

Describe the overdl child care certificate payment process, including, a aminimum:

36.1

3.6.2

A description of the form of the certificate: (898.16(K))

Aspart of theaward letter given to the parent after determining digibility,
documents (WCCC Award/Change Letter and Working Connection Child Care
Information You Need To Know DSHS 07-066(REV. 05/2000) and In-Home
Relative Provider Letter, DSHS 07-075 (REV. 05/2000) ar e generated indicating
the maximum amount of child carefor which the family is digible, the dates of
that digibility, and the activity the child careissupporting. In addition, the
parents and the provider complete a provider information form that collectsthe
pertinent infor mation needed to make payment to the provider. (See
attachment 25, WCCC Award/Change Letter and Working Connections Child
Care Information You Need To Know and attachment 26, In Home Relative
Provider Letter).

A description of how the certificate program permits parents to choose from a
variety of child care settings by explaining how a parent moves from receipt of the
certificate to the choice of provider; (658E(c)(2)(A)(iii), 658P(2), §898.2,
98.30(c)(4) & (6)(1) & (2))

Par ents may choose from all licensed or certified child carefacilities (including
centersand homes) or arelative/ in-home care provider who meetsthe
program’sguidelines. Under CCDF, child careinformation is provided to
familiesin the form of a pamphlet, (Child Care Options I n Washington State,
DSHS 22-859x). Parentswho need help in selecting a child care provider, are
referred to thelocal Child Care Resource and Referral agency. (See Attachment
14, Child Care Optionsin Washington State)

Note: |f aparent choosesto use child care subsidiesin a bordering state, the
child carefacility must meet that bordering state' slicensing or certification
rules.

When a child whoisin careor custody of Washington State qualifiesfor
Children’s Administration child care subsidy programsand needs child carein
another state, Washington will authorize care consistent with the state’ s CCDF
child care subsidy policiesand the I nter state Compact Agreement for Child
Welfare Agencies.
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When a child qualifiesfor Working Connections Child Care(WCCC) Program
and needs child carein another state, WCCC will authorize careto a provider
who meetsthat other state'slicensing regulations. WCCC will pay the lead
agency’smaximum child care subsidy rate based on the child’sage and region
wherethey live or the provider’srate, whichever isless.

3.6.3 If the Lead Agency is dso providing child care services through grants and
contracts, explain how it ensures that parents offered child care services are given
the option of receiving a child care certificate. (898.30(a) & (b))

Parents arenotified of their choiceto access ECEAP servicesif they areincome
eligible. Parentswho access ECEAP serviceswill bereferred tothelocal DSHS
office and resource and referral organization if they arein need of additional
child care.

Par ents who meet income and program guidelinesfor the Seasonal Child Care
Program are given information about the types of licensed child care available
tothem. Thelocal resource and referral agency may be contacted for child care
referralsthat meet the familiesneeds. The parents makethe selection. The
Seasonal Child Care Program isoffered in Yakima, Kittitas, Benton, Franklin,
Walla Walla, Adams, Grant, Douglas, Chelan, Skagit, and Whatcom Counties.
The amount of child care services provided are limited to $8,448,103.00 per
year.

The department partnerswith the State Board for Community and Technical
Collegesto create and reserve child care dots, however, student parentsare
under no obligation to usethereserved child care dots. They have the option of
making the selection of child care elsewhere.
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4.1

PART 4 - PROCESSESWITH PARENTS

The following describes the process for afamily to apply/receive child care services
(658D(b)(1)(A), 658E(c)(2)(D) & (3)(B), §898.16(k), 98.30(a) through (e)). If the
process varies for families based on digibility category, for insgance, TANF versus
non-TANF, please describe. The description should include:

How parents are informed of the availability of child care services and of
avalladle child care options;

Where/how gpplications are made;

Who makes the digibility determination;

How parents who receive TANF benefits are informed about the exception to
individua pendties as described in 4.4; and

Length of digihility including variaions thet relae to the services provided,
e.g., through collaborations with Head Start or pre-kindergarten programs.

Par ents receive information about the WCCC program (and other child care
subsidies available through a continuum of services) through their local DSHS
office, resource and referral agency, child care provider, Seasonal Child Care,
Homeless Child Care, or other community agencies. Postersand brochuresare
available in six languages publicizing the availability of these services. Parents
areinformed of their optionsthrough DSHS workers, resource and referral
agencies, brochuresand child care providers (including ECEAP and Seasonal).
(See attachment 15, DSHS publication Seasonal Agricultural Workers! Do you
work in fields, orchards or packing sheds?) (DSHS 22-330)(X) Rev. (5/00) and
attachment 16, DSHS publication Homeless) (DSH S 22-194)(X) 6/96.

With the exception of ECEAP and Seasonal Child Care (where contractors
conduct digibility functions) digibility determinations are made at the local
DSHS office. A voucher system isused in which parents apply for servicesand
tell the authorizing worker the name of the provider of the choice. An award
letter stating the amount of care, dates of digibility, and activity covered by
child careis sent to the parents. Upon entering the authorization into the
payment system, the provider (or parent in the case of in-home care) receives an
invoice at the end of each month for verification servicesand signature. Thisis
retur ned to DSHS triggering issuance of a check by the 10" of the month.

Parents are notified of their opportunity to access ECEAP servicesif they are
income digible. Parentswho chooseto apply for ECEAP servicesarereferred to
the local DSHS office and resour ce and referral organization when they arein
need of full-day child care.

WCCC dibility requirements and rules take precedence when a family hasa
child enrolled in a“blended Headstart/ECEAP site” (onethat isalso a licensed
child care center or home). The family must meet WCCC income guiddlinesand

the provider must be licensed or certified. Theamount of care authorized is
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4.2

based on the parent and child’s schedule (no longer than six months). The
families on-going digibility isbased on WCCC criteria. All WCCC children are
authorized a full-day of care when the need isfor five(5) hoursor moreaday or
one hundred ten days (110) hours or morea month. Thereisno specific
agreement between Headstart and DSHS at thistime. Again the family is
primarily subject to WCCC digibility requirementsand rules.

Potentially eligible families requesting child car e benefits are given a Working
Connections Child Care (WCCC) or other DSHS child care program
application, or an application istaken over the phone, and referred to the
appropriate agency saff. Aspart of the application, the provider information
form istaken to the provider of choice by the parent, and completed by the
provider indicating the provider’s availability and cost of care. Based on the
completed application and verified income, WCCC saff, Children’s
Adminigtration staff, or contractor (in the case of Seasonal Child Care)
determine digibility and calculate the family’s co-payment asit applies. The
award letter is generated to the parent stating the digibility period, the amount
of the monthly co-payment, and the activity covered by the child care. The
parent may take thisform to the provider of choice as an assurance of the
family’ s igibility. The computerized letter generated by the DSHS voucher
payment system serves aswritten authorization to the provider, aswell as
written verification to the client. Authorizationsarefor a maximum of six
months. All familieswill have co-paymentsreviewed periodically in accordance
with the Department’swritten requirementswith the exception of Employed
Foster Parent Child Care Program.

On January 8, 2001, the Community Services Divison implemented a new Child
CareCall Center in Yakima. Lowincomeworking familiesin Region 2 can now
call atoll-free number to apply for subsidized child care or get information on
local child careresources. Families currently receiving help through Working
Connections Child Care Program can also call this number to report changesin
their circumstances. Other Call Centersare being developed acrossthe stateto
improve service delivery efficiencies.

Thefollowing is a detailed description of how the State maintains a record of
substantiated parental complaints and how it makes the information regarding such
parenta complaints available to the public on request. (658E(c)(2)(C), §98.32))

DSHS maintains a record of complaints (from parentsand others) in the Case
and Management Information Syssem (CAMI1S), Children’s Adminigtration

(CA) automation system. Complaintsare received, categorized, and forwarded
for investigation to licensor or CPSinvestigators as appropriate by CA Intake
staff. The outcome of licensing and/or CPS investigationsis entered into

CAMI S, whether “founded”, “unfounded” or “inconclusive’ (CPS allegations)
or “valid”, “invalid”, or “inconclusive” (licensing allegations). Complaint
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4.3

4.4

outcomeinformation is available to parents and the public on request by
telephoning the facility licensor. Parentsand the public can also request public
disclosure of licensing files to obtain written information. Thisincludes
information about complaint receipt and outcomes.

A child care complaint brochure (Child Care Complaint Process-What Happens
when thereisa complaint about a Child Care Home or Center? DSHS 22-159(X))
is available explaining what happens when complaints about child careare
registered with the Children’s Administration I ntake office and how decisons

are made to determineif the complaint isinvestigated by CPSor DCCL.
Proceduresfor investigations ar e explained along with follow up procedures

after investigation iscompleted. (See Attachment 17, DSHS publication Child
Care Complaint Process-What happens when there is a complaint about a Child
CareHome or Center? DSHS 22-159(X)(6/98) )

TheLicensed Child Care Information line (1-866-48-CHECK) is available for
parentswho want to gain information about the licensed status of their child
careprovider. Basic information is provided about capacity, ages of children
served, and the length of time a provider has been licensed. Parentscan also
obtain information on whether a home or center has been revoked or suspended
or isin summary suspension, aswell asif the home or center has any founded
Children’s Protective Services complaints.

Thefollowing is adetailed description of the procedures in effect in the State for
affording parents unlimited access to their children whenever their children are in the
care of aprovider who receives CCDF funds. (658E(c)(2)(B), §98.31))

Written in the Washington State Code (WAC 388-150-170(2)(e), 388-155-
170(2)(e) isthe following directive to each child day care center and family
home licensee:

“The licensee shall give the parent the following written policy and procedure
information: Permission for free access by the child’s parent to all center
(home) areas used by the child.”

Thisinformation isfound in the booklets (Minimum Licensing Requirements
for Child Day Care Centers, Minimum Licensing Requirementsfor Family
Child Day Care Homes and Minimum Licensing Requirementsfor Child Day
Care Centers Caring Exclusively for School-Age Children) that are given to
child careproviders.

The regulations at §98.33(b) require the Lead Agency to inform parents who receive
TANF benefits about the exception to the individua penalties associated with the
work requirement for any single custodid parent who has a demongtrated inability to
obtain needed child care for a child under 6 years of age.
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In fulfilling this requirement, the following criteria or definitions are gpplied by the
TANF agency to determine whether the parent has a demonstrated inability to obtain
needed child care:

(NOTE: The TANF agency, not the Child Care Lead Agency, is responsible for
establishing the following criteria or definitions. These criteria or definitions are
offered in this Plan as a matter of public record. The TANF agency that established
these criteriaor definitionsis. Washington State Department of Social and
Health Services
"appropriate child caré’: meanslicensed, certified or approved under state
laws and regulationsthat apply to thetype of child careyou use, and that
you may make your own choice among child care optionsthat are available
in your area.
"reasonable digance’: meansthat you can reach the child care site without
travel that exceeds normal expectationsin your community.
"unsuitebility of informd child caré: By implication, anything that is not
allowable as a reimbur sable child care option as defined in WAC 388-290-
850 would congtitute unsuitable informal child care and could not be
reimbursed with CCDF funding.
"affordable child care arangements’ : means at or below your share of the
child care costs (“ co-payment”) calculated by the Working Connections
Child CareProgram.
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PART 5- ACTIVITIES& SERVICESTO IMPROVE
THE QUALITY AND AVAILABILITY OF CHILD CARE

The Child Care and Development Fund provides earmarks for infant and toddler care and
school-age care and resource and referra services as well as the specid earmark for
qudity activities.

= Thefollowing describes the activities funded to improve the qudity of care for
infants'toddlers and identifies the entity(ies) providing them:

Washington State has focused on recent research on infant and child brain
development to advance thinking and promote knowledge of the importance of early
learning. A public-private collaboration has developed a statewide system to
improve health and safety standar dsthrough consutation, training and technical
assistance, and by building capacity and quality enhancement projects. This
collabor ative effort hasinvolved representatives from multiple state agencies and
numer ous educational, health and community organizations. Initially it wasa
statewide effort to provide brain development training for parents, caregivers, and
all persons and systems that come into contact with pregnant women and children.
The project has expanded beyond providing training on early brain developmert
resear ch to building capacity and quality enhancementsfor infant and toddler care,
and creating an infant nurse consultation system.

Thefollowing four areas of activity seek to improve the quality of carefor
infants/toddler:

1 Capacity and Quality Enhancement: Funding from the quality earmark has
been used over the past two yearsto expand Child Care Resour ce and
Referral services so that they are available statewide, aswell asto provide
increased hours of operation in rural areasof Washington State.

2. L ocal Health Jurisdiction Pilot Sites: Funding awar ded to the Sate
Department of Health, has provided funding to all local health jurisdictions
within the state. Thisfunding was phased in with 10 initial pilot Stesand
expanded to 34 local health jurisdictions by 12/30/00. CCDF fundswill be
used during the period of this state plan to continue funding local health
jurisdictionsto provide consultation through systems development within
communitiesto child care centersand homes.

The State Department of Health through Healthy Child Care Washington is
providing consultation, evaluation, and technical support to the local health
jurigdictions. The Department of Health also developed an Infant/Toddler
Nur se Consultation Handbook, Public Health Consultation In Child Care.
(See Attachment 18, Public Health Consultation in Child Care).

Amended September 6, 2002

37



STATE PLAN FOR WASHINGTON STATE
CHILD CARE & DEVELOPMENT FUND SERVICES
FOR THE PERIOD 10/1/01 — 9/30/03

The Department of Health is developing an evaluation process
collaboratively designed by DOH, LHJ representatives, and an evaluation
consultant that includesinformation identified in the year end report and
will be consstent with the National Evaluation of Community I ntegr ated
Service Systems (CISS) Development in Child Care Grants.

Brain Research, Training and Awareness. A volunteer Steering Committee
and threeworkgroups are directing activities, focused on brain research and
itsimplication for developmentally appropriate carefor babiesand toddlers.
Membersare drawn from various state and local agencies and entities
involved in working with children and providers. The Steering Committee
identified threeimportant areas: training, public awar eness and enhancing

skillsand knowledge.

Nearly 13,000 people have been trained statewidein early brain development

research and itsimplications. Groups of trainers (“Brain Squads’) have

been organized in local communities across the stateto train otherssuch as

child care providersand parents, speak to interested local groups, and

generally serve aslocally based information centersfor public awarenessand

outreach. Both advanced and basic training workgroupsfor trainerswho

educate targeted stakeholders are up-dated regularly on brain research and

itsimplications, and through an annual statewide training event. A media

wor kgroup formulates and implements a public awar eness campaign to raise

public knowledge and skills. The campaign developsinformation for
distribution in various formats, accessibleto varied audiences.

BrainNet Web-site (www.BrainNet.wa.gov) is available for Community access.

BrainNet Parent/Caregiver brochureentitled Babies are born learning....

Make every moment count was developed (trandated in five languages) and

made available throughout the state. (See Attachment 19, Babies are born
learning...... Make every moment count.

BrainNet and C.H.E.F. (Comprehensive Health Education Foundation)

partnered to provide Healthy Beginning, Nurturing Young Children’s Growing

Minds Facilitator’s Trainings statewide from Mar ch through May 2001.
Trainings were made available in Kennewick, Seattle, Vancouver and two
trainings were held in the Spokane area.

The following describes child care resource and referrd activities funded and
identifies the entity(ies) providing them:

Child careresource and referral services were mandated by Washington State
law in 1993 under RCW 74.13.0903. Child careresource and referral agencies
areresponsible for needs assessments, resour ce development, provider training,

technical assistance, and parentstraining and outreach. In addition, thislaw

mandated the creation of a statewide network, to improve the quantity and

quality of child care availablein Washington State by fostering statewide
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5.3

strategies, gener ating, and nurturing effective public-private partnerships. The
statewide network also providesimportant training; creates standards of service,
and provides general technical assistanceto its 18 locally based child care
resource and referral programs.

The following describes school-aged child care activities funded and identifies the
entity(ies) providing them.

The Division of Child Care and Early L earning contracts with the School’s Out
Washington to improve the quality and expand capacity to serve school-age
children and youth in Washington State (WRAP). Working in collaboration
with the Washington School-Age Care Alliance, Seattle MOST Project and the
School-Age Car e Subcommittee of the Washington State Child Care
Coordinating Committee, School’s Out Consortium leverages public dollarswith
grantsfrom private foundationsto perform the following services:

Providetraining and technical assistance to school-age programsvia
telephone, sitevisits, a quarterly newdetter and resourcelibrary;

Sponsor and plan an annual statewide school-age confer ence;

Educate and engage communities through participation in local, regional and
statewide groups, and

Provide funding to local out-of-school time programsto meet or maintain
licensing requirements.

During the year 2000, School’s Out Washington published thefirst statusreport
on out-of-school time carein Washington State. Thereport titled Out of School
Time Care In Washington 2000 identifies the barriers families and communities
facein trying to ensure that school-age children and youth are engaged in safe,
enriching activities. Thereport also focuses on what young people between the
agesof 5and 14 yearsare doing during the timesthey are not in school. (See
Attachment 20, 2000 Annual Report — Out-of-School Time Care in Washington
State 2000 Summary Report/Linking Up With PartnersIn Caring).

The law requires that not |ess than 4% of the CCDF be set-aside for quality activities

(658E(c)(3)(B), 658G, §898.13(a), 98.16(h), 98.51, 98.16(h)). The Lead Agency
estimates that the following amount and percentage will be used for the quality activities
(not including earmarked funds):

Washington State will spend at least the 4% required in statute to be spent on
quality. We estimate thisamount to be approximately $10,000,000.

Check ether "Yes' or "No" for each activity listed to indicate which activities the Lead
Agency will undertake to improve the availability and qudity of child care (include
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activities funded through the 4% qudity set-aside aswell asthe specia earmark for
quaity activities). (658E(c)(3)(B), §§98.13(a), 98.16(h))

YesNo

X comprehensve consumer education; (898.51(a)(1)(i))

X grants or loansto providersto assst in meeting State and local
standards; (898.51(a)(2)(ii))

X improving the monitoring of compliance with licenang and
regulatory requirements, (898.51(a)(2)(iii))

X training, education, and technical assistance; (898.51(a)(2)(iv))

X improving sdaries and other compensation for child care
providers; (898.51(a)(2)(Vv))

X other quality activities that increase parental choice, and improve
the quality and availability of child care. (898.51(8)(1)(ii) & (ii))

54 Describe each activity that is checked "Yes' above and identify the entity(ies)
providing them.

The State isusing a threepoint strategy to improve the quality, availability and
accessibility of child carein Washington. Thethree strategies are focused on:

CAPACITY AND INFRASTRUCTURE FOR QUALITY SERVICES insuring availability
of suitable physical spaces, infrastructureto support diversity of settings, resour ce and

referral coverage for accessand consumer education, linksto transportation, and licensing.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AND RETENTION insuring caregiver training,
compensation and career mobility; and

FINANCING AND AFFORDABILITY insuring sufficient funding (public and private) to
support quality programsand parent choice, affor dable co-pay levels, and higher income
eigibility limitsfor low income parents.

COMPREHENSIVE CONSUMER EDUCATION: Choosing Child Careisa Consumer
Guidefor Parentsdeveloped by the Washington State Department of Social and Health
Services. Thisbooklet aimsto help parents become better consumerswith a detailed
explanation of the choices available, guidance to staffing, help with child care costs, and a
checklist for making wise child care choices. Additionally, funds are provided to child care
resour ce and referral state agenciesfor consumer education activities when families call to
locate child care. Consumer education isone element that isincluded in all capacity and
infrastructure initiatives. (See Attachment 21, Choosing Child Care: A Consumer Guide
for Parents)(DSH S 22-516(X)(Rev. 10/98).

In addition, in the 2000 L egislatur e Session a bill was passed to create a toll-fr ee number
for parentsto call for information about their child carehomeor center. Thetoll-free
number smplifiesthe processfor parents by allowing them to call one central number.
They can learn general information such as.
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If their child careprovider islicensed,;

If any valid licensing complaints and founded CPS complaints have been madeto the
department by other parents, and

Basic information about capacity, ages of children served, and thelength of timea
provider hasbeen licensed.

Any parent seeking a new child care provider istransferred to the Washington State Child
Care Resource and Referral Network. Callsaretransferred to intake workersand
licensorsif the parent wishesto report alicensing violation or obtain mor e specific
information regarding their child care provider.

Parents may call 1-866-48-CHECK to accesstheinformation line or accessthe web site at
www.dshswa.gov/childcar einfo.

Additionally, DCCEL providestechnical assstanceto expand provider and parent
information on the Child Care Resour ce and Referral Network Sitewww.childcarenet.org.
Fundsare also provided to the Child Care Resour ce and Referral Network to create an
extensive resour ce for employers on the same web site.

Information relating to child care homes and centers, statewide child care programs,
available publications, resour ces, and contract opportunitiesare available through the
DCCEL (formerly OCCP) website www.wa.gov/dshs/occp. Information about child care
businesses and employer s seeking solutions to employee recr uitment and retention issues
through the OTED (formerly DCTED) web site www.oted.wa.gov/edd/bta.

GRANTSOR LOANSTO PROVIDERSTO ASSIST IN MEETING STATE AND
LOCAL STANDARDS. CCDF fundsare used to support the Child Care Advantages
program in the Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development (DCTED).
DCTED funds provide technical assistance grants and low interest loan assistance to
businesses to develop child carefacilitiesfor their employees children, particularly
children of lonrincome workers.

DCTED administersthe Child Care Facility Fund which provideslow-interest loansand
small grantsto build or expand employer-supported child carefacilities. In 2001, thereare
85 employer-supported child carefacilitiesin Washington that provide carefor over 5,500
children.

DCTED, in the past two years, initiated a Child Care Micro Loan Program (with state
TANF-reinvestment funds) to increase accessto capital for child care businesses acrossthe
state. Sinceitsinception, the micro-loan program has given loans to 34 child care
businesses, creating 52 new jobs and helping to retain another 46 jobs. Theseloans also
created 383 new child care dots and improved the quality of care (reported through May
2001). Thechild caremicro loan program has created five new revolving loan fundsin
communities throughout the state which will be sdf-sustaining after 2002.
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CCDF funds are being used to create business development wor kbooks for licensed child
care providers, both homesand centers. These manualswill be made available at time of
licensing orientation, licensing preparation, and licensing review to assist child care
providersin developing and implementing successful business plans. The manuals,
“Minding the Business of Child Care” will be available both on-lineand in hard copy. The
lead agency plansto review the skills standards for basic business knowledge required by
child care providers, both homes and centers. CCDF funds have also been used to createa
manual on Building Child Care Facilitiesin Washington.

DSHS has made funds available to local communities throughout the state to improve
quality of child care services, expand child care services to Washington families and
communitieswith unmet child care needs, and to expand child care optionsfor low income
families. Theseincluded funding both child care provider recruitment and child care
provider retention services by providing licensng assistance, mentoring, technical
assistance, consultation, equipment needs assessment and pur chase, a substitute child care
provider bank and other specialized models.

In addition, DSHS staff have been working with banks, micro lending intitutions, child
careresource and referral agencies and local governmentsto deter mine the feasibility of a
satewide Child Care Facility Fund.

TRIBAL STATE CHILD CARE WORK GROUP: Tribal child caredirectors meet with
the Region X and DCCEL tribal liaisonsto share information, learn about new programs,
identify problem issues, prioritize group needs, and development of the an annual plan.

MONITORING OF COMPLIANCE WITH LICENSING AND REGULATORY
REQUIREMENTS: Washington State requiresfull licensing of child care centersand
homesincluding on-site ingpections. Every threeyears, each center or home hasto renew
itslicense. If thereisa complaint, each complaint isinvestigated with unannounced site
vigts. Corrective action includes a statement of deficienciesand plan of correction,
probationary licenses, and civil penalties, aswell aslicense revocation, suspension, and
denial. Licensorsmake frequent monitoring visitsto facilitieswith either an initial or
probationary license. Child care centersreceive unannounced annual monitoring visits
and family child care homesreceive an unannounced interim monitoring visit within the
threeyear licensing cycle.

TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE/Washington State Training and Registry
System (STARS): The STARS program improves child care through basic and on-going
training for child care providers. Family child care licensees, child care center and school-
agedirectors, program supervisorsand lead staff arerequired to complete 20-hour Basic
STARStraining within the first sx months of licensure or employment date, or meet the
educational exemption. Experienced providersmay apply for a waiver, based on specific
criteria. (See Attachment 22, Washington State Training and Registry System/Washington
Stars)

Each year thereafter, mandatory participants must complete ten clock hoursor one college
credit of approved training. For directorsand program supervisors, five of the ten hours
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must be in program management or administration. Scholar ships are available for both
the Basic and continuing training requirement.

Provider training records, trainer profilesand training information arerecorded in the
STARSregistry (aweb based database that can be accessed by providers, trainers, licensor
and the general public).

DSHS contractswith WAEY C to administer trainer and training approval, scholarship
disbursement, general coordination publicity, and collection of provider information for
the STARS Registry.

Scholar ship and Conference Support- DSHS provides partial support to conferences
that are STARS approved and scholar shipsto child care providerswho do not qualify
for the STARS scholar ships.

COMPENSATION FOR CHILD CARE PROVIDERS: Four million dollarshas been
proposed in the DSHS budget for the 01-03 biennium to improve the compensation of child
care providersthrough the continued development and implementation of the Washington
State Career and Wage Ladder Pilot Project. Child care centersfrom around the state
wer e selected to participate in this collabor ative project which offersa financial incentive
to child careworkersbased on their education, level of responsibility and employment
longevity.

OTHER QUALITY ACTIVITIESTHAT INCREASE PARENTAL CHOICE, AND
IMPROVE THE QUALITY AND AVAILABILITY OF CHILD CARE:
Child Care Capacity Project: In October 2000, funding was awar ded to 31 public and
private agencies around the state to expand accessto quality child care. Thefundsare
used specifically to create more licensed child care during out-of-school hours,
nonstandard hours, for infants, and for children with special needs.

Funding was awar ded to Washington State Child Care Resour ce and Referral Network
in developing a distance lear ning format for ddlivering entry level training that meets
Washington requirementsto family child care providersin remote aress,

Thelead agency worked with the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction for
the development of statewide community teamsto provide collabor ative effortsin
improving trangitions from one early care and education environment to another and to
improve educational outcomesfor all children.

Funds were awar ded Healthy Child Care Washington State to promote, mode and
providetraining and technical assstance for community level consultation through
local health jurisdictionsto child care and youth care providers;

Fundswere awarded to provide a Higher Education Liaison project to provide
collaboration with community and technical colleges and to establish partner shipswith
four-year ingtitutionsto improve articulation in a comprehensive system of professional
preparation in the field of early childhood education;
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Thelead agency wor ked with School’s Out Washington and the Washington Regional
Action Project (WRAP) to increase the quality and availability of out-of school time
care statewide.

55 Isany entity identified in sections 5.1 or 5.4 a non-governmertd entity?
( ) No.
(X) Yes, the fallowing entities named in this Part are non-governmentd:

Washington State Child Care Resource and Referral Network

School’s Out Washington
Economic Opportunities | ngtitute
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PART 6- HEALTH AND SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR PROVIDERS

(ONLY THE 50 STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COMPLETE PART 6.
ONLY TERRITORIES COMPLETE PART 7.)

The National Resource Center for Health and Safety in Child Care (NRCHSCC) of DHHS's
Maternal and Child Hedlth Bureau supports a comprehensive, current, ortline liging of the
licenang and regulatory requirements for child care in the 50 States and the Didtrict of
Columbia. Inlieu of requiring a State Lead Agency to provide information thet is aready
publicly available, ACF accepts this compilation as accuratdly reflecting the States licensng
requirements. The listing, which is maintained by the University of Colorado Hedlth Sciences
Center School of Nursing, is available on the World Wide Web at:  http://nrc.uchsc.edu/

Section 6.1 - Health and Safety Requirementsfor Center-Based Providers (658E(c)(2)(F),

§898.41, §98.16()))

6.1.1

Aredl center-based providers paid with CCDF funds subject to licensing under State
law which is reflected in the NRCHSCC's compilation referenced above? If:

( ) YES, answer 6.1.2 and proceed to 6.2.

(X ) NO, answer 6.1.2 and 6.1.3.

Centersthat are not subject to licensing must be* certified” as meeting
Washington State licensing requirements, or have an approved federal planin
accor dance with national or state standardsfor health and safety standards.

Thedepartment may “ certify” a day care center for payment if the center is.
(a) Licensed by aan Indian tribe;
(b) Certified by the Federal Department of Defense; or
(c) Approved by the superintendent of public instruction’s office.

ECEAP PROGRAMS ECEAP Programsare not subject to licenang under
gsatelaw. ECEAP Program Performance Standar ds (See attachment 25,
ECEAP Program Performance Standards) must provide health services using an
approach that addressesthe individual child's health issues and makes
appropriatereferralsto family members. Staff and families must work

together to remove obstaclesto the health and safe development of each child.
Health practices must address family needs through a variety of service
strategies. These strategies must include:
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6.1.2

Education of children and families concer ning effective nutritional and
sanitation practices, child safety, medical and dental care, non-violent
communication and child abuse;

Development of environments and practices that minimizeinjury to

emer gency situations;

Education of staff, children and familiesto recognize and report child abuse;
Provision of appropriate medical, dental, mental health, nutrition, and
therapeutic servicesindicated by child's status.

Referral of parents/guardiansto appropriate servicesthat address physical,
mental, emotional and medical issues not covered by ECEAP services;, and
Education of parentsabout advocating for their child'shealth and safety
needsin various community and educational environments.

SEASONAL DAY CAMP PROGRAMS Seasonal day camp programsfor
school age care are exempt from licensing but thosethat have a contract with
the State of Washington and provide subsidized child care are digible for
Working Connections Child Care (WCCC) under thefollowing conditions:

(a) Of aduration of three months or less,

(b) Engaged primarily in recreational or educational activities;, and

(c¢) Accredited by the American Camping Association (ACA). (See
Attachment 26, American Camping Association Accreditation Standardsfor Camp
Programs and Services).

A total of twenty-one (21) ACA accredited seasonal day camps have r eceived
child care subsidy paymentsin the state. Sixteen sitesare arein King County,
two in Pierce, and one each in Spokane and Kitsap Counties. The American
Camping Association isthe only nationally recognized camp accr editation
program in the United States. The accreditation Standards arerather high and
they meet or exceed the standardsfor quality care.

\

The Seasonal Camps pay a feeto the ACA for the accreditation process, which
isproportional to the camp'stotal operating expense and the number of
children to be served. DCCEL receivesa verification of the camp’'s ACA
accreditation and issues a certificate based on the ACA's accreditation. The
ACA accreditation has been the national and industry standard for camps since
1950. It has high standardsthat apply to food service, transportation, health
and wellness, oper ational management, human resour ces and outdoor program
activities. In some casethe ACA standar ds exceed the licensing standar ds

Have center licenaing requirements as relates to staff-child ratios, group size, or
g&ff training been modified since approva of the last State Plan? (898.41(3)(2) &

3)

(X) YES
() NO
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6.1.3 For that center-based care which is NOT licensed, and therefore not reflected in
NRCHSCC's compilation, the following health and safety requirements apply to
child care services provided under the CCDF for:

The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate
immunizations)

ECEAP PROGRAM: ECEAP Program Performance Standardsrequire
ECEAP programsto establish policies and practice to safeguard against
children's exposure to and transmission of, infectious diseases in accor dance
with the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), Infectious
Disease Control Guide for School Staff developed by the Washington State
Department of Health. Programs must follow universal safety precautions
and follow local requirementsfor reporting of communicable diseases.
Sufficient toilet and hand washing facilitiesthat arereadily available and
reachable by children must be maintained.

Contractors must comply with state and local sanitation laws and regulations
for food preparation and handling, storage, and service including:

Clean toilets and hand washing facilitiesthat are easily reached by
children;
Preparation of food in an area separ ate from toilet and hand washing
facilities,
Clean surfaces used for food preparation that are sanitized before and
after each snack or meal; and
Wearing of non-porous gloves by staff and volunteerswhen they arein
contact with spills of blood or other bodily fluids.

SEASONAL DAY CAMP PROGRAMS The parent/guardian isresponsible
for selecting a car etaker who can meet health and safety requirements.
However, Seasonal Day Camps standardsfor health and wellness provide a
basisfor accredtation through the American Camping Association, Inc.
Standar ds focus on health and safety practices. Accreditation indicatesto
the public that the camp administration has voluntarily allowed its practices
to be compar ed with the standar ds established by professionalsin the
camping industry. At least once every three yearsan outside team of trained
camping professionals visits the accr edited camp to verify compliance with
the standards. Seasonal Camps are scored on thefollowing criteria:

First Aid and Emergency Care Personne;

Health History;

Health Care Policiesand Procedures;

Health Care Policy/Procedur es Review;

Contact Information;

Health Exam;

Permission to Treat;
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Health Information Review and Screening;
Infor ming staff of special needs;

Health Care Personnd;

Treatment Procedures;

Staff Training;

Away from main camp (out-of-camp) trips;
Special Medical Needs;

Hesalth Care Center;

Supervison in Health Care Center;
Parent Notification;

Medication Management;

Recor dkeeping; and

Record Maintenance.

Building and physica premises safety

ECEAP PROGRAM : ECEAP Program Performance Standardsrequire
indoor/outdoor facilitiesmust be safe, in good repair, sanitary and barrier
freefor all children and adults. Appropriate provisionsfor safe stor age of
flammable, toxic and hazardous materials must be made. Facilities must
include regularly updated and inspected smoke detectorsand fire alarms.
Flaking or deteriorating lead-based paint must be refinished with lead-free
paint or other non-toxic materials. Emergency lighting must be availablein
each group setting. Spaces occupied by children must be accessible to adults
at all timesthat children are present. Provisons must be made to fence or
supervise outdoor play areas sufficiently to prevent children from leaving the
premises and wandering into unsafe and unsupervised ar eas.

Programs located in schools must adhere to the Washington State Primary
and Secondary Schools Facilities Standards. All other program locations
must follow DSHS Child Care Center Licensing Guiddines. Programs must
establish a systematic review of facilitiesfor compliance with safety
regulations.

SEASONAL DAY CAMP PROGRAMS Seasonal Campsare scored on
criteria assessng whether or not a sitewill be accredited usng standards
listed in the Accreditation Standards for Camp Programs and Services
published by the Americam Camping Association, Inc. ( See Attachment 26,
American Camping Association Accreditation Standards for Camp Programs
and Services).
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Hedth and safety training

ECEAP ROGRAM : ECEAP Program Performance Standar dsrequir e staff
wor king with children to receivetraining in child health and safety. Specific
training must be provided concer ning pediatric emergency firs aid and
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (by a certified instructor in infant/child CPR,
food handling and first aid treatment).

Potential indicator sreflecting operation of the standard:

Staff interviews, written developmental and training plans, program
planning materials, program policy and procedur e manuals, meeting
minutes, individual staff development plans and evaluations indicate staff
received or will receivetraining in child health and safety.

Outlines, agenda's, training notes for health/safety training opportunities
areon fileand confirm training required by the sandard.

Staff develop plans confirm options and timelinesfor health and safety
training.

A copy of the CPR ingtructor's certification ison file.

Pediatric emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and food
handling certificatesfor appropriate staff membersare on file.

SEASONAL DAY CAMP PROGRAMS Seasonal Day Camps staff receive
training in the camps written proceduresto:
I dentify staffsrole and responsibilitiesin camp health care;
Prepar e saff to use health care supplies and equipment with which they
will be furnished;
I dentify those situations which should be attended to only by a certified
health personne, and
Use established sanitary procedures when dealing with infectious waste or
body fluids.

In addition, Seasonal Day Campsrequire providers with the following
qualificationsto be on duty for emergency care:

CPR certification from a nationally-recognized provider;
Firgt Aid certification from a nationally-recognized provider

Section 6.2 - Health and Safety Reguirementsfor Group Home Providers (658E(c)(2)(F),
§898.41, 98.16(j))

6.2.1 Aredl group home providers paid with CCDF funds subject to licenang under State
law which is reflected in the NRCHSCC's compilation referenced above? If:
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() YES, answer 6.2.2 and proceed to 6.3.

Washington State Does Not Use Group Home As A Category of Child Care.

() NO, answer 6.2.2 and 6.2.3.

6.2.2 Have group home licensing requirements as reates to staff-child ratios, group size,
or gaff training been modified snce the gpprova of the last State Plan?
(898.41(8)(2) & (3))

() YES
() NO

6.2.3 For that group home care which is NOT licensed, and therefore not reflected in
NRCHSCC's compilation, the following health and safety requirements apply to
child care services provided under the CCDF for:

The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate
immunizetions)

Building and physical premises safety

Hesdlth and safety training

Section 6.3 - Health and Safety Requirements for Family Providers (658E(c)(2)(F), §898.41,
98.16()))

6.3.1 Aredl| family home child care providers paid with CCDF funds subject to licensing
under State law which isreflected in the NRCHSCC's compilation referenced above?
If:

(X) YES, answer 6.3.2 and proceed to 6.4.
() NO,answer 6.3.2and 6.3.3.
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6.3.2

6.3.3

Have family home child care provider requirements as reates to staff-child ratios,
group size, or gaff training been modified since the approva of the last State Plan?
(898.41(a)(2) & (3))

() YES
(X) NO

For that family home care which isNOT licensed, and therefore not reflected in
NRCHSCC's compilation, the following health and safety requirements apply to

child care sarvices provided under the CCDF for:

Homesthat arenot subject to licensing must “certified” as meeting Washington
State licensing requirements, or have an approved federal plan in accordance
with national or state standardsor standardsfor health and safety

The department may certify a family day care homefor payment if the homeis:
a) Licensed by an Indian tribe; or

b) Certified by the Federal Department of Defense.

The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate
immunizations)

Building and physical premises safety

Hedth and safety training
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Section 6.4 - Health and Safety Requirementsfor In-Home Providers (658E(c)(2)(F),
§898.41, 98.16(j))

6.4.1 Aredl in-home child care providers paid with CCDF funds subject to licensing
under State law which isreflected in the NRCHSCC's compilation referenced above?
If:
() YES, answer 6.4.2 and proceed to 6.5.
X) NO, answer 6.4.2 and 6.4.3.

6.4.2 Have in-home hedlth and safety requirements as relates to staff- child ratios, group
Sze, or training been modified since the approva of the last State Plan?
(898.41(8)(2) & (3))

() YES
(X ) NO

6.4.3 For that in-home care which is NOT licensed, and therefore not reflected in
NRCHSCC's compilation, the following health and safety requirements apply to
child care services provided under the CCDF for:

The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate
immunizations)
The parent/guardian isresponsible for selecting a car etaker who can meet
the above requirements and responsbilities. The parent/guardian signs
an assurance, that minimum requirementsare met. The publication, a
Guideto In-Home/Relative Child Care-DSH S 22-223 (X) contains a check
list for parents who are considering choosing in-home child care. In
addition another publication, Is My Child Safe, Healthy, and Happy — a
checklist to help parents and guardians who are considering child care
exempt from licensing, is provided to parents. Authorizing workersgive
these publicationsto every client considering the use of in-home child
care. (Seeattachment 23, A Guide To In-Home/Relative Child Care and
attachment 24, s My Child Safe, Healthy, and Happy).

In-home/reative care providersmust be: physically, mentally, and
emotionally healthy. Child Care Subsidies DSHS 22-877(x) (Rev. 1/01)
(See Attachment 12, Child Care Subsidies).

Building and physical premises safety requirements are met. For child care by
in-home caretakers, the parent/guardian must assure that the “in-home
caretaker or the rlative isinformed about basic hedlth practices, prevention
Hedlth and safety training.
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The parent/guardian isresponsiblefor selecting an in-home/relative care
provider who can meet the above requirements and responsibilities. The
parent/guardian signsa DSHS assurance that minimum requirements are met.
For child care by in-home/reative care providers, the parent/guar dian must
assurethat the*in-home/ relative care provider or relativeisinformed about
basic health practices, prevention and control of infectious disease,
immunizations, and building and physical premises safety, relative to the care of
children.”

Hedlth and safety training

The parent/guardian isresponsible for selecting a caretaker who can meet the
above requirementsand responsibilities. The parent guardian sgnsaDSHS
assurance that minimum requirementsare met. For child care by in-home
caretaker s, the parent/guar dian must assur e that the “in-home caretaker or the
relativeisinformed about basic health practices, prevention and control of
infectious disease, immunizations, and building and physical premises, safety,
relativeto the care of children.”

In addition, the in-home/relative care provider must submit for clearancea
criminal higory and background inquiry form. The department comparesthe
criminal background information including pending char ges with convictions
listed in WAC 388-290-882 and 388-290-886. The department determinesif the
in-homeréeative care provider’s background containsinformation that will not
allow the authorization of payment towardsthe cost of child care. If thein-
home/relative care provider cannot be cleared, the department notifiesthe
parent and deniesor stops payment toward the cost of carefor thisin-
home/relative care provider. The department then assiststhe parentsin finding
other child care arrangements. If thein-home/relative care provider hasno
criminal history information on file, the provider will receive a letter stating
they are cleared to provide care.
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Section 6.5 - Exemptionsto Health and Safety Requirements

At State option, the following relatives. grandparents, great grandparents, aunts, uncles, or
sblings who live in a separate residence from the child in care, may be exempted from hedth
and safety requirements (658P(4)(B), 898.41(a)(1)(ii)(A)). Indicate the Lead Agency policy
regarding these rlative providers.

(X)) All relative providers are subject to the same requirements as described in sections
6.1 - 6.4 above, as appropriate; there are no exemptions for relaives or different
requirements for them.

( ) All rdative providers are exempt from dl hedlth and safety requirements.

( ) Some or dl relative providers are subject to different hedth and safety requirements

from those described in sections 6.1 - 6.4. The following describes those different
requirements and identifies which reatives they gpply to:

The only exemption isfor immunization requirementsfor in-home exempt care.

Section 6.6 - Enfor cement of Health and Safety Reguir ements

Each Lead Agency is required to certify that procedures are in effect to ensure that child care
providers of services for which assstance is provided comply with al gpplicable hedth and
safety requirements. (658E(c)(2)(E), 8898.40(a)(2), 98.41(d)) Thefollowing isadescription of
how hedlth and safety requirements are effectively enforced:

Are child care providers subject to routine unannounced visits?
() No
(X)  Yes, and the following describes the providers subject to unannounced vists
and the frequency of those vidts.

Licensors make annual unannounced monitoring and inspection visitsto Family
Child Day Care Homes and Child Care Centersfor the purpose of inspecting the
home or facility to determine compliance with the Washington Administrative Code
(WAC) Minimum Licensing Requirements (MLR’S) and Revised Code of
Washington (RCW).

Are child care providers subject to background checks?
() No
(X) Yes, and the following describes the providers subject to background checks.

All providers, assistants, volunteers of licensed child care centersand providersand
member s of family child care households sixteen years of age or older having
unsupervised or regular accessto the child in carearerequired to submit a criminal
history and background inquiry form that is processed through the Washington
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State Patrol. Providers, assistants, volunteersin licensed family child care center
and providers, assistants, volunteers and member s of family child care households
must submit to a fingerprint and FBI processif residing within the State of
Washington lessthan threeyears. In addition theinquiry information is checked
for CPSinvolvement that would disqualify the person from providing care.
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= Doesthe State require that child care providers report serious injuries that occur while a child
isin care? (Seriousinjuries are defined as injuries requiring medica treatment by a doctor,
nurse, dentist, or other medica professional.)
() No
(X' ) Yes and the following describes the State' s reporting requirements and how
suchinjuries are tracked (if applicable).

Licensed child careprovidersarerequired to report to Children’s
Adminigtration intake the date and kind of illnessand injury occurring on
the premises, including the treatment given by staff. In addition, all
seriousinjury reports are screened for investigation to determineif the
severity issuch that the licensor deems necessary or such that a parent
callsin a concern.

Accident injury reports become a part of the licensing history and
complaints generated through CPS Intake become a part of the complaint
history for the Family Home Child Care and Child Care Centers.

= Other methods used to ensure health and safety requirements are effectively enforced:
Division of Child Careand Early Learning Licensors:

Offer orientation sessionsto potential and renewing applicants explaining minimum
licensing requirements (MLRs);

Ensure applicants complete necessary processes and paperwork;

Inspect facilitiesto deter mine compliance with Washington Administrative Code
(WAC) MLR and Revised Code of Washington(RCW);

Collabor ate with applicantg/providersto complete a “ Corrective Action Plan” to
correct any compliance deficiencies,

Coordinate with State Fire Mar shall’s office for meeting fire safety standards;
Coordinate with Health Surveyor’sregarding Health inspectionsfor health
certification of child care centers;

I ssue an appropriate facility license within ninety days of receipt of a complete
application, or decide to deny the facility application;

Monitor facilitiesfor compliance with the WAC,;

I nvestigate complaints against child care facilities and deter mine plan of correction,
if needed. (Abuse and neglect complaints against licensed child carefacilitiesare
investigated by specialized investigatorsin the Division of Licensed Resour ces.);
Re-licensefacilitiesevery threeyears.

Division of Licensed Resour ces/Child Protective Services:
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I nvestigates complaints about child abuse and neglect in child carefacilities.

Division of Child Careand Early Learning Health Surveyors:

I nspectsfacilities to deter mine health and safety compliance with Washington

Adminigtrative Code (WAC) and Revised Code of Washington (RCW 74.15), and

certifies, denies or revokes health certification;
Evaluatesinitial compliance to achieveinitial health certification of child care
center;

Surveys child care centersfor health and safety concernsreferred to them by the

DCCEL licensors;

Coordinates with DCCEL licensorsand provides technical assistance to providers,

write Statements of Deficiencies and obtains Plans of Correction;

Re-certifies child care centersfor health and safety every 3 year swhen staffing

levels permit; and,
May decertify for just cause which isreported to the DCCEL licensors,

I nformation about licensing requirementsis made available through the following
vehicles:

A network of resource and referral agenciesthroughout the state.
A publication, “Choosing Child Care: A Consumer Guidefor Parents.”
Divison of Child Careand Early L earning Staff run orientation sessions for

providersaround the state at which the Minimum Licensing Requirementsare
distributed.

The DSHS quarterly newdetter, the®Link”, which goesto all providers, licensors,

advocate, and other stakeholders.

For TANF clients, a video isbeing developed to inform them about what to look for

in choosing child care.

A bimonthly newdetter, the Child Care Express, published by the Department of

Health focusing on health information for child care providers.

Minimum Licensing Requirements ar e made available to anyone requesting a copy

through the Divison of Child Careand Early Learning.

Section 6.7 — Exemptions from | mmunization Reguirements

The State assures that children recelving services under the CCDF are age-appropriately
immunized, and that the hedlth and safety provisions regarding immunizations incorporate (by
reference or otherwise) the latest recommendations for childhood immunizations of the State
public hedlth agency. (898.41(3)(1))

The State exempts the following children from immunization (check dl that gpply):
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__X_ Children who are cared for by relatives (defined as grandparents, great grandparents,
sblings (if living in a separate residence), aunts and uncles).

__X_ Children who receive care in their own homes.

__X_ Children whose parents object to immunization on religious grounds.

__X_ Children whose medica condition contraindicates immunization.
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PART 7-HEALTH AND SAFETY REQUIREMENTSIN THE TERRITORIES

Section 7.1 - Health and Safety Requirementsfor Center-Based Providersin the Territories
(658E(c)(2)(F), 8§98.41(a), 898.16(j))

For dl center-based care, the following hedth and safety requirements apply to child care
services provided under the CCDF for:

The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate
immunizations)

Building and physica premises safety

Hedlth and safety training

Section 7.2 - Health and Safety Requirementsfor Group Home Providersin the Territories
(658E(c)(2)(F), 898.41(a), 898.16(j))

For dl group home care, the following hedth and safety requirements apply to child care
services provided under the CCDF for:

The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate
immunizations)

Building and physica premises sfety
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Hedth and safety training

Section 7.3 - Health and Safety Requirements for Family Providersin the Territories
(658E(c)(2)(F), 898.41(a), 898.16(j))

For dl family child care, the following hedth and safety requirements apply to child care
services provided under the CCDF for:

The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate
Immunizations)

Building and physica premises safety

Hedlth and safety training

Section 7.4 - Health and Safety Requirementsfor In-Home Providersin the Territories
(658E(c)(2)(F), 898.41(a), 898.16(j))

For al in-home care, the following health and safety requirements apply to child care services
provided under the CCDF for:

The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate
immunizations)

Building and physcd premises safety
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Hedth and sdfety training

Section 7.5 - Exemptionsto Territorial Health and Safety Requir ements

At Lead Agency option, the following relatives: grandparents, greet grandparents, aunts, uncles,
or shlingswho live in a separate residence from the child in care, may be exempted from hedlth
and safety requirements (658P(5)(B), 98.41(g)). Indicate the Lead Agency palicy regarding
these relaive providers.

() All rdative providers are subject to the same requirements as described in sections 7.1 -
7.4 above, as gppropriate; there are no exemptions for relatives or different requirements
for them.

All relative providers are exempt from dl hedlth and safety requirements.

Some or dl relative providers are subject to different hedlth and safety requirements from
those described in sections 7.1 - 7.4 and the following describes those different
requirements and which relatives they apply to:

N
N N

Section 7.6 - Enforcement of Health and Safety Requirements

Each Lead Agency isrequired to certify that procedures are in effect to ensure that child care
providers of services for which assistance is provided comply with al gpplicable hedth and
safety requirements. (658E(c)(2)(E), 8898.40(a)(2), 98.41(d)) The following is adescription of
how Territorid heath and safety requirements are effectively enforced:

= Arechild care providers subject to routine unannounced visits?
() No
() Yes, and the following describes the providers subject to unannounced vigts and the
frequency of those vigits.

= Arechild care providers subject to background checks?
() No
() Yes, and the following describes the providers subject to background checks.
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= Doesthe Teritory require that child care providers report seriousinjuries that occur while a
childisin care? (Seriousinjuries are defined asinjuries requiring medica treatment by a
doctor, nurse, dentist, or other medical professona.)

() No
() Yes, and thefollowing describes the Territory's reporting requirements and how such
injuries are tracked (if gpplicable).

= Other methods used to ensure hedlth and safety requirements are effectively enforced:

Section 7.7 — Exemptions from | mmunization Requirements

The Territory assures that children receiving services under the CCDF are age-appropriately
immunized, and that the hedlth and safety provisons regarding immunizations incorporate (by
reference or otherwise) the latest recommendations for childhood immunizations of the
Territorid public health agency. (898.41(a)(1))

The Territory exempts the following children from immunization (check dl that gpply):

_____ Children who are cared for by relatives (defined as grandparents, great grandparents,
sblings (if living in a separate resdence), aunts and uncles).

_____ Children who receive care in their own homes.

_____ Children whaose parents object to immunization on religious grounds.

____ Children whose medicd condition contraindicates immunization.
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APPENDIX 1-- PROGRAM ASSURANCESAND CERTIFICATIONS

The Lead Agency, named in Part 1 of this Plan, assures that:

1)

@)

3

(4)

Q)

(6)

upon gpprovd, it will have in effect a program which complies with the provisons of the
Plan printed herein, and is administered in accordance with the Child Care and
Development Block Grant Act of 1990 as amended, Section 418 of the Socia Security
Act, and dl other gpplicable Federd laws and regulations. (658D(b), 658E(a))

the parent(s) of each digible child within the State who receives or is offered child care
sarvices for which financid assstanceis provided is given the option ether to enroll such
child with a child care provider that has a grant or contract for the provison of the
sarvice, or to receive a child care certificate. (658E(C)(2)(A)(i))

in cases in which the parent(s) dects to enrall the child with a provider that has agrant or
contract with the Lead Agency, the child will be enrolled with the digible provider
selected by the parent to the maximum extent practicable. (658E(c)(2)(A)(ii))

the child care certificate offered to parents shdl be of avaue commensurate with the
subsidy vaue of child care services provided under a grant or contract.
(658E()(2)(A)(ii)

with respect to State and local regulatory requirements, hedth and safety requirements,
payment rates, and registration requirements, State or loca rules, procedures or other
requirements promulgated for the purpose of the Child Care and Development Fund will
not significantly redtrict parental choice from among categories of care or types of
providers. (658E(c)(2)(A), 898.15(p), §98.30(g), §98.40(b)(2), §98.41(b), §98.43(c),
§98.45(d)).

that children recelving services under the CCDF are age- gppropriately immunized, and
that the hedth and safety provisions regarding immunizations incorporate (by reference
or otherwise) the latest recommendation for childhood immunizations of the State public
health agency. (898.41(a)(1))
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The Lead Agency dso certifiesthat:

@

2

3

(4)

Q)

(6)

()

It has procedures in place to ensure that providers of child care services for which
assstance is provided under the Child Care and Development Fund afford parents
unlimited access to their children and to the providers caring for their children during the
normal hours of operations and whenever such children are in the care of such providers.
(658E(c)(2)(B))

It maintains arecord of substantiated parental complaints and makes information
regarding such complaints available to the public on request. (658E(c)(2)(C))

It will collect and disseminate to parents of digible children and the generd public,
consumer education information that will promote informed child care choices.
(658E(c)(2)(D))

It has in effect licensing requirements applicable to child care services provided in the
State. (658E(c)(2)(E))

There are in effect within the State (or other area served by the Lead Agency), under
State or local law, requirements designed to protect the hedlth and safety of children;
these requirements are gpplicable to child care providers that provide services for which
assistance is made available under the Child Care and Development Fund.
(658E(0)(2)(B)

Procedures are in effect to ensure that child care providers that provide services for which
assstanceis provided under the Child Care and Development Fund comply with al
gpplicable State or locd health and safety requirements. (658E(c)(2)(G))

Payment rates under the Child Care and Development Fund for the provision of child
care sarvices are sufficient to ensure equa access for digible children to comparable
child care sarvices in the State or sub-State areathat are provided to children whose
parents are not digible to receive assstance under this program or under any other
Federa or State child care assistance programs. (658E(c)(4)(A))
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APPENDIX 2-ELIGIBILITY AND PRIORITY TERMINOLOGY:

For purposes of determining digibility and priority for CCDF-funded child care services, lead
agencies must define the following terms. (658P, 658E(c)(3)(B))

1) attendlng (ajob training or educationa program; include minimum hours if gpplicable)
TANF families must participatein TANF WorkFirst approved activities for the
amount of time specified in the participant’s Individual Responsibility Plan;

Non-TANF familiesmust be enrolled and going to a job training or educational
program.

2 in loco parentis—

An adult caring for a minor in the absence of the natural, adoptive or step
parent(s) and is:

1) Thesbling or step-sibling;

2) Nephew or niece, aunt, uncle, grandparent, or any of the previousreatives
with the prefix great, or;

3) Not arelative, court-ordered guardian or custodian. Thisadult must receive
aWashington State Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) grant on behalf of
the minor prior to being consdered a consumer of Working Connections
Child Care (WCCC).

3 job training and educationa program —
Basic Education includes High School completion and classes to preparefor and

testing to acquire GED certification and may include adult basic education
(ABE) or English asa second language (ESL).

Vocational Educationistraining in a specific occupation provided by a technical
school or community college administered or certified by the state, or provided
by aregionally certified tribal college. It alsoincludesjob skillstraining and
pre-employment training in specific skills offered through community-based
organizations, businesses and tribal gover nments.

4 physica or mentd incapacity (if the Lead Agency provides such servicesto children age
13 and older) —

Physically, mentally, behaviorally, or emotionally incapable of self-care, as
verified by a doctor, nurse, nurse practitioner, or masters-level or above mental
health, education, or social service professional.
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Q)

(6)

()

(8)

©)

(10)

protective services —
Family is currently receiving services through Child Welfare Services, Child
Protective Services, the Division of Alcohol and Substance Abuse, a homeless or
domestic violence shelter. Also, if a child isresiding with arelative or foster
parent for safety or protective reasons, that child meetsthe protective services
definition for child careor early childhood purposes.

“Respite Care Services’ meansthetemporary, planned arrangement for
substitute parenting or care-taking of a child. Respite servicesaretypically
availableto: Provide opportunitiesto attend overnight training; Provide
substitute carein the absence of a caregiver; Allow the caregiver personal time
away from home; or to offer relief from parenting and care-giving
responsibilities.

resding with —
Living together in the same household or physical structure.
specid needs child —

A child under age 19 having a verified physical, mental, enotional, or behavioral
condition that requiresa higher level of care or isa dependent of the courtsand
requires adult supervision. Verification must be by a health, mental health, or
professional with at least a master’s degree.
very low income —
Anyoneat or below 82% of the Federal Poverty Level and/or receiving TANF.
working (indude minimum hoursif gpplicable) —

TANF familieswho are engaged in employment or other work-like activities.
Non-TANF familieswho are engaged in paid employment

Additiond terminology related to conditions of digibility or priority established by the
Lead Agency:

“Family” meansone or moreindividualsin WAC 388-290-400 who live together
in the same household.
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